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The SPEAXER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

' QUESTIONS.

ROYAL COMMISSIONS.
As to Number Appointed and Cost.

Mr. NEEDHAM (on notice) asked the
DPremier:

[ASSEMBLY.]

(1) How many Royal Commissions have
been appointed by the Government since the
1st of April, 10477

{(2) What is the subject-matter of in-
quiry by cach Commission?

{3) What is the cost of each Commission
up to date?

The PREMIER replied:

(1) Five.

(2) {a) Workers’ Compensation (Terms
of Reference published in Government
Gazette of 25th July, 1947). (b) State
Housing Commission {Terms of Reference
published in Government Gazette of Tth
November, 1947). (¢} Railways and Coal
Supplies {Terms of Reference published in
Government Gazette of 4th July, 1947, 5th
September, 1947, and 24th Oectober, 1947).
{d) Milk (Terms of Reference publiched in
Government Gazette of 7Tth November,
1947).  (e) Munnicipal Boundaries (Terms
of Reference will be published in Govern-
ment Gazette on 12th December, 1947},

(3) Expenditure to date:—{a) £108 1ls.

3d. (b) Nil. (o) £1,731 15s. 9d. (d)
£10 10s. 4d. (e) Nil
RAILWAYS.

As to Conversion of Engines to Oil-buring,

Mr. MAY (on notice} asked the Minister
for Railways:

(1) Is it a fact that the Commissioner of
Railways intends to convert another 24 loeco-
motive railway engines from coal to eil-
burning ¢

(2) If this is correect, will he give an as-
surance that such locomotives will be re-
converted to conl-burning as such fuel be-
comes available{

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) The matter will be borne in mind in
the light of circumstances and the exigen-
cies of traffic.

CLOSE OF SESSION.

As to Probable Date of Concluding
Business.
Hon. F. J. 8. WISE (without notice)
asked the Premier:
As it is obvious that the Premier’s origi-
nal intention of finishing the session this



[10 DeceMsER, 1047.]

week is not possible, ean he give any indica-
tion whether he has in mind a date on which
the business might be concluded?

The PREMIER replied:

T agree that we cannot finish the business
this week,

Hon. A. H. Panton: Why?

The PREMIER : The date I fixed for the
definite ending of the session was the 19th,
buf in view of the progress we have.made,
I think we might be able to finish before
then. I suggest that Wednesday of next
week raight be a suitable day on which to
finigh,

ROYAL COMMISSION ON RAILWAYS.
ds to Interim Report om Coal.

Mr. MAY (without notice) asked the
Premier:

Has the Government received the interim
report of the Railway Royal Commission in
relation to coal and will the Premier lay it
on the Table of the House?

The PREMIER replied:

The interim report has been received and
will be laid on the Table of the House be-
fore the session ends,

BILL-—BREAD ACT AMENDMENT.

Inteoduced by the Minister for Labour
and read a first time.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Rodoreda, leave of ab-
sence for the remainder of the session
grantec to Mr. Leahy (Hannans) on the
ground of ill-health.

BILL—COUNTRY AREAS WATER
SUPPLY.

Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
V. Doney—Williams-Narrogin) [4.38]: I
move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

MRE. LESLIE (Mt Marshall) [4.39]: I
do not wish to delay the passage of the Bill
but, in view of the fact that a personal
bereavement prevented me from being pres-
ent when the Bill was being discussed yester-

2617

day, I wish to take advantage of this oppor-
tunity to say a few words, especially as so
much of the proposed work will affect my
ares. I understand that some reference was
made to certein alterations to the scheme as
originally proposed by the previous Govern-
ment, T offer unstinted credit to the Labour
Government for what it accomplished and
to the present Government for bringing the
scheme to its present stage. The provision
of an adequate water supply in the North-
Eastern areas of the wheatbelt has been one
of the major ohjectives of that distriet so
leng as I have lived in that area, which is
nearly 20 years, and it is very pleasing to
find that the scheme has been advanced to
this stage. Of course the present Govern-
ment eould hardly have done otherwise than
procead with the scheme in view of the
necesgity for an adequate water supply
there.

Hon, F, J, 8. Wise: I think you are
speaking on the wrong Bill

Mr, LESLIE: Both refer to.the same
scheme, I believe that the Minister, when
moving the second reading, gave an under-
taking that first priority would be given
to extending the scheme to the North-East-
ern areas,

The Minister for Works: That is eoupled
with the other Bill.

Mr. LESLIE: Yes, and I think, as hap-
pened last year when two similar Bills
were before the House, considerable lati-
{ude should he allowed in discussing the
measures hecause they eannot be separated.
My remarks are addressed to both Bills.
People in thase Novth-Eastern aveas are
anxiously looking forward to tangible evi-
dence of the scheme commencing, Not only
do they want to see the Government take
aetion in introdueing legislation and in
negotiations with the Commonwealth, but
they want to see the work started; and I
hope it will not he long hefore the Minis-
ter will be able to extend an invitation to
mysell’ and those of my electors who care
to do so to witness some of the works
being carried out along the pipeline. I
know that work is in progress in connee-
tion with the raising of Mundaring Weir.
During the last few years, because of Gov-
ernment policy in eonneetion with those
North-Eastern areas, which has made them
essentially a stock-raising distriet instead
of being dependent to such a large extent
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upon wheatgrowing, water supplies for
stock have become more important than
ever they were; and I know, from discus-
sions I have had with the present Minister,
that he is fully seized of the necessity for
water to be provided in adequate guanti-
ties to the growers in that area.

I wish to voice my thanks and the thanks
of the people in the district concerned to
the Minister for keeping faith. Not that
1 did not expect him to do so, but we like
to acknowledge even the expected. So we
wish to thank him for keeping faith with
the people and sticking to Lhe promise made
by the previous Government to include an
arca lying a little north of that which was

originally proposed in the scheme.. That,
however, does not end the Minister’s
troubles. There is still excluded a very

vital part of the North-Eastern stoek-
raising areas from a guaranfeed adequate
water supply, and the Minister may be as-
sured that he will get no rest until further
endeavours are made to make certain that
water is supplicd to those areas. Even
though it may not be possible through this
scheme, there are other suceessful means
of aehieving that, sueh as the harnessing
of roek catchments. Once this particular
scheme is well on the way, I am looking to
the Minister to intensify the efforts of his
department in carrying out investigations
on the practieability of harnessing a rock
catechment reticulation scheme in these
areas.

I am given to understand that, during the
dehate, reference was made to eertain por-
tions of the district west of the North-
Eastern part which have been excised from
the original propesal. I am naturally eon-
cerned with affaivs throughout the State
and consequently with the areas excised,
though they are not in my clectorate. From
personal investizations T have made, and
fromn my own experience of those distriets,
T know that the need there is nowhere
nearly as great as it is in the portions that
have been left within the scheme. 1 as-
sure those memhers who are ¢onceraed and
consider that T have acquiesced unwisely
in the exeision of the westerly portion of
the North-Eastern area, that I am aware
that extension of the scheme to that part
of the State is not an urgent necessity, al-
though it may be required later on. I have
pleasure in supporting the third reading

[ASSEMBLY.]

of the Bill, and would again pay a tribute
to the previous Government and say thank
you to the present Ministqr for the way in
which he has expedited this matter,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL AREAS,
GREAT-SOUTHERN TOWNS, AND
GOLDTIELDS WATER SUPPLY,

Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WOREKS (Hon.
V. Doney—Williams-Narrogin) [4.44]: 1
move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

HON. A. R. G. HAWKE (Northam)
[4.45]: In one part of the speech I made
during the second reading yesterday, I said
that I did not know whether the portion of
the North-Eastern agrienltural distriets
which has been excluded from the proposed
scheme as compared with last vear’s scheme
was excluded on the recommendation of the
Commonwealth committee or by the Minisler
and the State Government, The Minister
for Works interjected, “It was cxecluded
before we came in.”’ I want to make it
very clear, as I did yesterday, that no
knowledge of any kind came to the pre-
vious Goveranment in connection with this
suggested cxelusion. We, as a Govern-
ment, np to the 31st March this year,
which was the date we left office, had no
word or indication of sny kind from the
Commonwealth Government or the Com-
monweslth  committee of investigation
that a recommendation was being put for-
ward that any part of the proposed North-
Bastern scetion of the scheme was to be
exeluded. I think that should be made
very elear, hecause the interjection by the
Minister for Works, whieh was that this
portion was excluded before his Govern-
ment e¢ame in, eould easily establish the im-
pression that it was excluded with the full
knowledge of our Government, and it
could also be interpreted to mean that our

" Government either approved of the exelu-

sion or alternatively raised no abjection.
The faet is that our Government had no
knowledge of any kind of the intention of
the Commonwealth investigation commit-
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tee to ‘suggest that any part of the North-
Eastern agrieultural areas should be
exelud:d. ‘

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
V. Dcney—Williams-Narrogin—in reply)
[4.48]: 1 naturally accept the word of
the member for Northam—I do not know
that I bad any doubts to the contrary—
that the exelusion of the area referred to
had nothing whatever to do with the hon.
member or any member of his Government.
I thinc that yesterday—and I forgot this
when replying to the debate—the member
for Northam desired to know approxXi-
mately the aereage of the excised portion,
I have not looked the matter up, but I
reeall that the North-Eastern area, and
what might be known as the Great South-
ern area, were each roughly 46,000,000
acres. There is left behind 4,300,000 acres
in the north-eastern portion. That wonld
leave ©.,700,000 acres in the excised portion,

If riembers look at the brochure and
calenlute the relative sizes of those areas
they will find that the three sets of acre-
ages given roughly eover the position. The
member for Mt. Marshall referred to the
north-eastern portion being of first prior-
ity. » have already pointed out that that
aren shares first priority with the Great
Southern area. The work in both those
areas will be put in hand at about the same
time, and neither of those works will inter-
fere with the other. Apparently the hon:
member wants some assuranee that this
Government will honour its promises—and
those made by the previous Government—
to giv: waler supplies, in the manner men-
tioned, to the areas just outside the north-
eastern perimeter. T ean give him that
.assuranee.

Mr, Leslie: That satisfies me, now that
we have that on record.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
was all the information asked for.

That

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
lo the Couneil,

BILLI—PARKS AND RESERVES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading,
Debate resumed from the previous day.

1128} 4
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HON. F. J. 8. WISE ((iasecoyne) [4.52]):
This is a Bill to amend Section 8 of the
Parks and Reserves Aet of 1895. Althoungh
the Minister did not afford the House the
information, I feel it is necessary to give
in detail what Section:8 provides for, and
why it is that we propose to amend that
section, The Minister cited the experience
of the King’s Park Board being unable
to ccnirol the parking of cars on lawns,
and the faet that its by-laws, generally, do
not give it suffivient authority to co;{e with
cases of that kind. Of course the Bill does
not deal only with the King's Park Board,
but covers all park lands and reserves in
the Btate that are vested in authorities
other than the Government. Section 8 of
the 1895 Aet was clearly drawn to suit the
cireumstances of that time.

Thz Attorney General: There were then
no motorears.

Hon. F, J. 8. WISE: It provided for
no contrel of motorears at all. Its provi-
sions are lg a degree interesting, and to
some extent amusing. The propoesal of the
BRill is to regulate traffic other than that
provided for in the original Act, Seetion 8
of whieh reads as follows:—

{1) A Board way, with the approval of the
Governor, from time to time make, repeal, or
alter bylaws for giving effeet to this Act in
respect of the parks apd reserves committed
to them, and in partieular for:

The regulation of the meetings and
general buginess of the Roard;

Keeping accounts of the receipts and
expenditure of the Board;

The management and conservation of
the park lands and reserves including zoo-
logical gardens;

The appointment and guidanee of keep-
ers or scrvants employed therein;

Preseribing the time at which any such
park lands and reserves shall be opened
and clased;

The conduet of persons frequenting any
such park lands and reserves;

Prescribing the days on which, and the
bounds or limits within which, sports,
games, and gymnastics may be permitted
on the park lands and reserves, and other:
vrise regulating or prohibiting such sports,
games. anl gymnastics;

which T think are sometimes engaged in.

The next provision is interesting—
Preventing or regulating the admission
of wvehicles, horses, dogs, asses, mules,
camels, and eattle to the park lands and

TeSCrves;
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Preventing or regulating sheoting over,
on, er in the park lands and reserves;

Praventing or regulating matches, or
training for racing with horaes, dogs, or
otherwise upnon the park lands and re-
serves; '

Enabling police constables, or apecial
conatables, park-rangers, and other officers
of the Bourd to remove persons who are
guilty of any breach of any bylaw from
the park lands and reserves;

Regulating or preventing the selling or
exposing for sale of goods, wares, or mer-
chandise on the park lands and reserves:

Prohibiting damage or injury to and
destrnetion of trees, shrubs, plants and
flowers in the park lands and reserves;

The prevention of noisances in the
park lands and resegves, and the fouling of
any ornamental water therein;

I think the purpose of this Bill may be
said to be embraced by one or two of the
authorities vested in the park lands and
reserve authorities. To cover the matter
fully and to ensure that people do not de-
spoil lawns hy driving motorears over them
or by parking motorcars on them for long
periods, the Minister has thought it neces-
sarv, after consultation with the King's
Park Board, to provide an additional para-
graph in Subsection (1) of Section 8 of
the 1895 Aet. It will be one of the np-to-
date provisions affecting that section, as it
is intended to preseribe the rules to he ob-
served in respect of vehicles being driven
or used on roads and footpaths and hridle
tracks on park lands and reserves, and the
board will have authority te regulate, pro-
hibit or resfriet driving of any specified
kind of vehicle ecarrving any speeified
weiohts or loads on footpaths. In gencral,
it is necessary—if there be any doubt as to
the authority not only of the King's Park
Beard hut of any hoard eharged with re-
sponsibility of attendinz to areas vested in

it, whether such areas he in Den-
mark or DPerth—that such authorities
should have the right to say that
#ny  ohjectionable  behaviour, whether

in person ar by damage through vehieles,
shall he controlled. 1 support the second
reading,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Bill vead a third time and transmitted
to the Counecil.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT (No. 4).

In Committea

Mr., Hill in the Chair; the Attorney
General in charge of the Bill,

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Amendment of Seetion 15:

Hon. F. J. 5. WISE: It is unfortunate
that the Bill has been kept in cold storage
for many weeks. It was introduced follow-
ing upon that submitted by the member for
Northam,  Because of the complaint ad-
vanced by the Government that the introdue-
tion of legislation of this type was its fune-
tion, the hon. member’s Bill was disearded
and the one now before the Committee was
brought forward. The subject-matter of the
complaint was that the matter had been
dealt with by the Government in ity Poliey
Speech. I hope it was just an over-sight
and nothing deliberate that resulted in the
delay in the Committee in the consideration
of the Bill and also that it was not deliber-
ately withheld so as to give the Couneil an
opportunity to deal with it only towards the
close of the session. The Bill was read a first
time on the 21st Oectober since when it hax
heen laid aside and T wondered if there were
any parlienlar reason for that course! 1
hope it was not by design.

IIon. A, R. G. HAWKE: I was naturally
disuppointed that the Committee stage of the
Bilt was not taken much carlier. Members
will reeall the circumstances that resulted
in this measure heing introduced after T
had submitted one dealing with the prin-
viples contained in the measure now before
the Committee.  The Government claimed
it should he the authority to introduce suel
legislation as it had made mention of the
subject in its Poliey Speech. In an amaz-
ingly quick time this Bill was introduced
and the second reading was put throngh
expeditiously. We expected that the Com-
wittee stage would be taken equally quidkly,
and yet it is now at least five weeks since
the second reading stage was completed.
The Attorney General may have a valid ex-
planation for the delay, and I can ounly
guess what it may be. . He may have had
some fear about the Legislative Council ap-
proving of the Bill if it were sent forward
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betor the measure dealing with the redis-
tribut'on of the Assembly clectoral bound-
aries was sent up for consideration. If that
be the explanation, there is certainly con-
siderable merit in it, and I would be inclined
to agree with the Minister that the Couneil
might not look at all kindly on the Bill un-
less it had the other measure before it deal-
ing with the Legislative Assembly bound-
aries.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T ean
assurg the Committee that there was no ul-
terior purpose in the delay that oceurred
until Lhe Electoral Distriets Bill had heen
introdueed and sent to the Legislative Coun-
eil. 1t will be recollected that when earlier
Bills 1ad gone to the Upper House the sug-
gestion was made that hoth branches of the
Legislature should be dealt with at the same
time. My view, be it right or wrong, is that,
as nearly as possible, the two Bills should
be sent up at the one time. The one dealing
with the Assembly electoral boundaries is
befor, the Council and I hope that the Bill
now before the Committee will he sent there
this afternoon. That will be an earnest of the
Assenibly’s being preparved to deal with the
constitution of both Ilouses and it will be
a gusrantee of our willingness to proceed
on that basis.

Clavse put and passed,

Tit'e—agreed to.

Bill reported withdut amendment and the -

repor: adopted.
Third Reading.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R.
R. MeDonald—West Perth) [510]: 1
move-—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

Question put.

Mr. SPEAKER: T have counted the
House and there is an absolute majority
present, There being no dissentient voice,
I deciare the question earried.

Question thus passed.

Bil r1ead a third time and transmitted to
the Conneil. ¢

BILL—RESERVES.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. L.
Thorn—Toodyay) [5611] in moving the
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second reading said: A reserve for a race-
conrse was declared many years ago several
miles out of Esperance and a title was issued
in the name of three trustees for the race
clab, which later became defunct. Ong of
the trustees is dead, another has long sinece
left the distriet, and the third, although liv-
ing ihere, is no longer interested. The two
survivors have indicated that they desire to
be relieved of their trusteeship of the land.
A new racecourse site has been set aside and
a new race club forined, but this club dis-
owns any interest in the old site. Clause 2
provides for the termination of the old tiile
ang the Teturn of the land to the Crown.

Morawa Lots 68 and 69 were granted in
trust to the Morawa Road Board for a hall
site and local government purposes. The
board has indicated its willingness to re-
linquish Lot 68 in favour of the Rural and
Industries Bank, for which purpose the lot
is favourably situated. The bank does not
desire to build on a lot held under a trust and
is prepared to purchase the freehold from
the Crown. The fair price has been assessed
at £100, after consultation with the Taxation
Department. The Land Act does not permit
of szles of town Jots without opportanity for
publiv competition. Parliamentary authority
is necessary to effect a direct sale,

The Carnarvon Municipal Couneil holds a
Crown grant for a reserve comprising Car-
narvon Lot 234 in trust for a library and
reading room. The council desires to erget
a hull and chambers on the site while at
the same time continuing the provision of
library and reading room facilities, but it
finds itself unable to expend munieipal
funds for other than the precise trust at
presant expressed in the grant. Alteration
of the purpose of the reserve to “municipal
purposes” with the consequent amount of
the certificate of title wil]l overcome the pre-
sent stricture.

Clause A Reserve 6618 (Recreation) was
vested in the (ingin Road Board in 1900,
but it has never been used for the purpose.
After inspection by departmental officers
and consultation with the local governing
aunthority, it would not appear that the site
lends itself to, nor is required for, recreation
purposes, faeilities baving been provided
clsewhere in the town. Representations have
heen made to the department through the
(tingin Road Board to have portion of the
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land set aside as a site for a bush nursing
hospital. An area of two roods 16 perches
is deemed sufficient for this purpose, amil
the balance of the land could be held tor
future subdivision and disposal as the Gov-
ernor may direet under the Land Act. Par-
linmentary authority is necessary for the
caneellation of the Class “AY reserve.

Portion of the Class “A” reserve at Point
Walter (Recreation) was oecupied by the
Army authorities under the powers of thn
Nutiona]l Security Regulations during the
war period. Hutments and other buildings
were left and taken over by the State when
the Military Forces vacated the site ng at
the 28th March, 1947. The camp was econ-
verted for use as an immigrants’ home. As
the reserve had been set apart for recreation
and classified “A,” Parliamentary authority
is necessary to legalise the use of the portion
int question as an immigrant’s home. A period
of 10 years is provided for.

Narrogin Lot 335 is at present held in
trust for a chureh site by the Methodist
Church trustees, while Narrogin Lot 160 is
held by the Munieipality of Narrogin in
trust for municipa) endowment. The parties
find that they would be mutually advantaged
by exchanging lots. Clauge 7 seeks to pro-
vide the necessary machinery to give effeet
to that exchange.

Gilen Forrest Lot No. 166 was reserved
for a hall site many years ago, and a 99
vears' lease, in trust, was issued to three
trustees, two of whom died and the third
hecame registered as sole survivor. Be-
fore he had carrvied out the procedure
necessary to transfer to new trustees he
also died. The local governing body, the
Mundaring Road Board, is prepared to
take over the property and, as the board
hns eontinuity of existence, repetition of
the previous experience will he avoided.

A Class ““A’* reserve has been declared
over certain lands within the Subiaco
Municipality at Shenton Park, on which is
sitnated a ‘‘lake.’’ That reserve has been
vested in the municipality. Provision has
heen made in the Road Closure Bill to
¢lose portion of Centre-street and a right-
of-way and add the contained lands to the
reserve. The municipality has purchased
the freehold of adjoining lands and has
agreed to have these revested in the Crown
so that these, too, mav be added to the

[ASSEMBLY.]

Class **A’" reserve. The final result will
be that al! the lands concerned wiil be
brought to a common status in the one
over-all Class ‘A’ reserve vested in the
municipality.

A committeg was formed at Moora, after
the 1914-18 war, which organised ‘‘The
Moora Fallen Soldiers’ Memorial Site
Fund’’ and erected & memorial on a piece
of land forming portion of the railway
station yard. The Midland Railway Co.
has agreed to sell the site for a nonminal
sum, but the site formed portion of land
acquired under the Waddington Agreemesnt
For the specific purpose of the construetion
of the railway and s¢ the company was
not empowered to sell the site and matters
have remained at a deadlock. In due
course, the memorial was taken over by
the Moora Road Board, and the board and
the company have asked the Government
to clear up the matter of title to the site
by legislative action. The Bill makes the
necessary provision to take the land from
the company and grant it to the Moora
Road Board, in trust, as a Class ‘A’ re-
serve. .

At a spot on the water front at Rock-
ingham, where private and departmental
surveys adjoin, it is necessary to excise a
fraetional part—two perches—from a Class
‘A’ reserve to add it to the abutting road
in order to give the road a.minimum width
of one chain,

Portion of the reclaimed land bounded
by the site oceupied by the Repatriation
Department, Government House grounds,
Christian  Brothers’ College, Vietoria-
avenue, and Riverside-drive, is at present
reserved for botanical gardens, park and
recreation and is under the control of the
State Gardens Board. Congestion in the
nain e¢ity streets and the limited parking
areas available make the provision of an
additional area for car parking an abso-
lute necessity. A committee appointed by
the Government to inquire into the prob-
lem has recommended the provision of
facilities on the site mentioned in the Bill.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a sccond time.

HON. F. J. 8. WISE (Gascovne) [4.18]:
T have had the opportunity, as is usuval, to
peruse the details and explanatory matter
relating to all the alterations in the reserves
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which are the subject-matter of the Bill
and, having had that opportunity, I have
no objection to raise to the passing of the
measure. There are, however, one or fwo
subjeets to which I desire to address my-
self. The Bill deals with several matters
whieh have been developing for a consider-
able time. I shall refer to three specific
cases; first, the change of the purpose of
the trust of the Carnarvon Jubilee Hall
Trust; second, the alteration of the esplan-
ade at Rockingham; and third, the proposal
to eonvert the recreation grea on part of
the reclaimed land fronting Riverside-drive
into a parking area.

Dea'ing with the Jubilee Hall Trust, Car-
narvon, many years ago this area was
vested in the Carnarvon Municipality in
trust for the purpose of establishing a
library and reading room. The hall was
built on the area, which was occupied by
the Cernarvon Municipality, and a reading
room was reserved for the publie.  The
moneys in the trust cannot possibly be
used as the trust is pow formed, nor can
the area be utilised by the Carnarvon
Council, which is the trustee for the Jubi-
lee Hnll Trust. Therefore, in setting this
matter in motion, T was only endeavouring
to mect the desires of the municipality and
giving it the opportunity of doing some-
thing which will be better for the publie.

As regards the Roskingham question, that
is something I would ask the Minister to
make a careful note of. There is an area
in the Rockingham distriet—part of -Cock-
burn 3Sound Loeation 16—which is asso-
eiated with the earliest history of Western
Australia. It was set aside at the time
when land grants were made to Peel and
others and the Meares family is associated
with it. The locality in question is part
of an area which was excised by Peel with
a tag to it of a certain rental per annum.
The a‘ea is one of the most historic in the
records of Western Anstralia’s land settle-
ment and it has not heen oceupied until
recent years.  The real owners would be
some of the Meares family, but because of
the responsibility for payment to the heirs
and assigns of Peel, the area has not heen
claimed by them.

I kaow thal some enterprising person,
who knew the land was unoccupied, has
paid rates to the Roekingham Road Board
for a long number of years and his name
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appears in the rate book as the owner., The
land is situated in the Premier’s distriet
and adjoins the old Rockingham and
Jarrahdale railway. I happen to be aware
of this beeanse I am interested in all of
the land acquired in the carly history of
this State, as the House knows, and that
is the reason why I specially draw the Min-
ister’s attention to the present activity in
conneetion with this piece of land. In my
opinion, it should be reserved to the Crown
for all time. Timber has been recently,
and improperly, removed from this land;
and the person who claims ownership to it
has also destroyed tuart trees. The person
who removed the timber refused to pay for
it and was aetually sued by the person who
had no title to the land. He claimed
royalty on the timber removed and obtained
Jjudgwent,

Here we have a complication. I had the
matter in train, as the Minister will ascer-
tain if he looks up the records in eonnec-
tion with it. I repeat, the lond iz part
of Cockburn Sound Loeation 16. A Bill
will be required to put the matter in order,
and I submit that that would be the proper
course to take, The land should revert to
the Crown by Act of Parliament. .

Mr. Leslie: For what purpose?

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: For any purpose
rather than an improper one.

The Minister for Lands: Could the per-
son in question obtain a possessory title?

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: No. It is impossible
for him to get a title to the land. I men-
tion no names, but suggest that even at
this late hour I would support a Bill to be
introduced for the purpose of vesting this
land in the Crown.

My other comment in connection with the
Bill deals with the {ast clanse. The Minis-
ter gave me the opportunity to peruse his
notes, and I anticipated that the provision
dealing with the area of the reclaimed land
fronting Wiverside-drive would be described
in thig Bill in terms similar to those con-
tained in the Minister's notes. Had that
heen so, I intended to move an amendment,
because the Minister said that portion of
the reclaimed land was bounded by the site
ocenupied by the Repatriation Department,
(Government House ground, Christian
Brothers’ College, Victoria-nvenue and



2624

Riverside-drive. This was the area to be
used as a parking site,

I draw the attention of the House to
gomething that is very important to me
and to the State. It is that an aeccurate
deseription of that area, and the areas on
which it abufs, must include the reserves
which form part of the area excised by me
following upon a recommendation of a
Select Committee of hoth Houses to set
aside an area for all time for public
buildings. That area originally was part
of Government  Domain—Government
Hounse grounds—but is now Class ‘‘A’’
Reserve No. 22240, Sinece in this Bill the
description of the area of the reclaimed
land to be used for parking is not classi-
fied as it was in the Minister’s notes, I

simply draw attention to the faet that, if.

it be necessary to deseribe it as adjoining
any other lands, I would insist on insert-
ing in the Bill not only Government House
grounds, but parts of Class ‘A’ reserve
for publie buildings. The plan acecompany-
ing this Bill that will shortly be tabled by
the Minister is not up to date. It shows
the original Perth Lots 1, 2 and 3; Lots 1
and 2 being the site on which the Christian
Brothers’ College now stands.

While I appreciate the difficnlties which
the Lands Department has in bringing
plans up to date, I nevertheless think a
sketch would have heen preferable to the
plan accompanying this Bill, because the
latter does not show the plan as amended
by the Act of 1940 relating to reserve
1149. That plan will be found in the vol-
ume of Bills introduced in 1940. T submit
that the plan fo be lodged with this Bill
should be similar to the 1940 plan, which
ghows an entirely different subdivision of
- the area from that shewn in the plan sub-
mitted by the Minister.

IL is perhaps not a matter of great mom-
ent, but I feel it important that it should
be acknowledged perpetually that an area
of eight acres hes been excised by Statute
from the (overnment Domain, which area
15 perhaps the best snited for publie
buildings in the State. We should acknow-
ledge as often as we can that that area
has been set aside for future public build-
ings. I do not know whether that plan is
supposed to be an aceurate record of the
area specified in the Bill. If it is, perhaps
it counld be amended by a sketeh plan when
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the plans are tabled in another place. 1
suggest that the Minister do that rather
than deluy the passage of the Bill in this
Chamber. .

HON., J. B, SLEEMAN (Fremantle)
[5.31]: I am concerned abhout that pertion
of the Point Walter reserve included in the
Bill. I have not seen the plan, but I think
I know the area mentioned. I would like
to know whether it is necessary to inelude
in a Bil] like this an area which is to be
taken over for ten years. The military
authorities used this part of Point Walter
for some time without its being ineluded
in a reserves Bill. If it is taken from the
State Gardens Board for ten years, it
might be permanently lost to that board I
would not favour the suggestion of a perm-
anent immigrant home being placed there,
if such a suggestion is made. There are
other lands in the Fremantle district, closer
ta the eity, which would be better for the
purpose and, at the same time, the valuable
Point Walter reserve would not be touch-
ed. T would like the Minister to explain
why it is necessary to include this in the
Bill.

THEE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. L.
Thorn—Toodyay—in reply) [5.32]: This
recreation reserve has been under lease to
the Commonwenlth Government under
National! Security Regulations. During the
period it was so aeeupied, a large military
establishment was erected on it. The State
Government has taken over the building for
use as a receiving hostel for immigrants,
under the terms that we are to poy half
the cost of all renovalions, and the camp
is to become the property of the State.
It is necessary that we include, for the time
being, the provision which appears in the
Bill. The matter can be raised at s later
date if the home is no lonper reguired,
but it i essential for our own protection
that we now make these arrangements to
include the areca as a Class A reserve.

_ Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee,

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 5—agreed to.
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Clause 6—Part of Reserve No. 4813:

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: I think there is
no necd for the member for Fremantle to
be worried about whether this’ area will
revert to the Crown. The National Security
Regulrtions enabled the military aunthorities
to oecupy it and, as they have now re-
linquished their rights under those regula-
tions, it is necessary to authorise its use

"as an immigrants’ home.

Hon. J. B. Sleemon: But it may be a
permanent immigrants’ home.

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: A period of ten
years :s specified. I think it is quite safe.

Clanse put and passed,
Clauses 7 to 10—agreed to.
Clause 11—Reserve No. 21487:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T have,

noted what the Leader of the Opposition
bad to say about this elause, and I will have
the matter inquired into and, if necessary,
take action. I fgive him that assuwance.

Clause put and passed,
Clanse 12—Part of Reserve 13012:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I will
inquire from the Lands Department
whethe:* there is a more np-to-date plan and,
if there is, T will have the necessary papers
tabled :n another place. T take it the Leader
of the Opposition has no objection to the
scheme we have in mind as to making facili-
ties available for parking. I assume that
all he wants is for an up-to-date plan to he
tabled.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: That is so.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am a little perturbed
at the »rospeet of an area, available to the
public for general recreation purposes,
being s-t aside for the parking of vehicles.
Government offices will, presnmably, be
erccted ultimately on the site mentioned in
this elaunse, with the result that a consider-
able portion of our population will go to
that part of the city. The park at present
is not particularly well eared for, but there
are palms and shady trees on it which would
provide pleasant surronndings for those
people. T admit that to the east there are
more parklands on the foreshore, but they
are open and used as playing fields.

I appreciate that something must be done
to overcome the severe vehicular parking
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problem, but T would be happier if & time
limit were imposed in respect of {his re-
serve. The ares immediately west of Wil-
liam-street, npon which there are a number’
of R.A.AF. huts, would be suitable for
parking purposes. For a number of years
I was associated with a sporting body on
the river front, and I know that many
people use the area mentioned here for
various types of gymnasties and other exer-
cises. It is at all times used extensively.
That might be accounted for in part be-
cause the Supreme Court gardens have, un-
fortunately, a fence around them and the
gates are locked from time to time. The
intention apparently is that this shall be-
come a permanent parking area. I would
like the Minister to explain that. I know
investizations have been made in respect
of quite & number of places in connection
with this matter. The foreshore should be
kept sacred to the public for general re-
creation. ’ ‘

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for East Perth need have no fear
as to the future of this piece of ground.
If it is ever wanted for any important
public service, such as building or any-
thing else, the matter ean be effectively
dealt with, Cabinet did appeint a sub-
comm:tiee, consisting of the Minister for
Loeal Government, the Minister for Works
and myself, to go into the question of the
congestion in St. George’s-terrace and other
important strects in the eity, and we set
out to evolve a plan to relieve that con-
gestion, We considered the area west of
William-street, and we will later be present-
ing to Parliament a plan for the parking
of ears and buses, We are working on that
now, hut it was essential to include this
provision in the Bill for the time being,
The piece of land mentioned here is not
very attractive. The trees on it have made
no growth and are lying to the north and
east beeause of the prevailing winds, They
are most unattractive.

Mr. Graham: Will those trees be re-
moved ¥

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Some
will be, because they are cyesores. The area
will be properly planned, For many years
past il has been used only for the erectiom
of eircus tents.

Mr, Graham:. Only at one end.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If we
ean put it to some real use, we shonld do so.
It will park a considerable number of cars.

Mr, Graham: In the winter time there is
from six inches to a foot of water on it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Tt is a
very wet piece of ground, and the publie
can af times make no use of it at all. * If we
bring it into use as a parking area some im-
provements will be effected.

My, Graham: The land will have to be
drained.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. If
the ground is ever required for important
works connected with Government poliey,
there will be no trouble about it. At present
we can put it to some useful purpose.

Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported and the report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil,

BILLS (2)—RETURNED.,
1, Iron and Steel Industry.
With amendments.

2, Road Distriets Act Amendment (No,
3}.

Withont amendment.

BILL—WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLE-
MENT AGREEMENT (LAND ACT
APPLICATION) ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

‘'THE MINISTER TOR LANDS (Hon. I.,
Thorn—Toodyay) [5.49] in moving the
second readiog said: This Bill was brought
. down in another place and approved of hy
that Chamber, The intention of the measure
is to alter the provision in the War Service
Land SettleMent Act from a 999 years' lease
to a lease in perpetuity. The Commonwealth
Government has corresponded with the
State Government War Service Land Settle-
ment Department and asked that we make
this amendment. I move—

That the Bill he now read a second time.

v
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HON. A. H. PANTON (Leederville)
[5.50]: There should not be any objection
to this Bill. I do not know whether the
Crown Law authorities alter their minds
with different Governments. When T in-
troduced a measure of this kind 1 was
assured by the Crown Solieitor that it was
not usual to bring down a Bill to provide
for perpetuity. On the conirary it was
necessary, according to British law, fo
specify the time. That was the reason for
Lhe 990 years’ lease, or 99 years, because
it was usual to state the period in an Aet
of Parliament. I do not think it matters
very much whether the figures are 999 or
99 hecanse the “diggers” will not be here
at the end of either period. I should like
to know, however, why the Commonwealth
Government has suddenly decided on the
use of the term “perpetuity” rather than
a period of 999 years.

The Minister for Lands: The Common-
wealth Government definitely asked us to
make the amendment.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commilttee, ele.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

. . . : 1 '
BILL—ACTS AMENDMENT (ALLOW-

ANCES AND SALARIES
ADJUSTMENT).

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. McLarty—
Murray-Wellington) [3.56] in moving the
second reading said: The purpose of this
Bill is to give effect Lo the report of the
tribunal appointed to review salaries and
allowances fixed by legislation. Last year
the leader of the Opposition, who was
Premier nt the time, discussed with other
Party leaders or their representatives the
desirability of reviewing salaries and de-
termining some sound method by which
these could be fixed. It was agreed by the
representatives of all these Darties that
the findings of the tribunal should be
embodied in a Bill and brought before this
House, In the case of salaries fixed by
the Constitution Aet no inereases have been
made for a period of up to 40 years.
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The last inerease in the Parliamentary
allowances of members was in 1925 when
these were raised from £400 to £600 per
annum, although in 1944 a Bill was passed
applying to Parliamentaty allowances
variations in the basic wage. With the
decrease in the value of money and the
incresse in responsibilities it has become
necessary that higher salaries shomnid be
paid. I think it is generally recognised to-
day that the existing salary of £700 per
anmur. is ingufficient for the normal re-
quirements of a member of Parliament.
Whereas such a salary might provide a
reasonable living in ordinary eirenm-
stances, members must inevitably ineur
heavy expenditure.. The cost of travelling
has increased, and with the snbstitution of
motor transport for railway travel the
value of the Parliamentary pass has dim-
inished.

The Minister for ‘Edueation: In some
areas, but not in others.
The PREMIER: That is s0. There are

various other ealls on the finanees of mem-
bers which ave also very heavy. Members
of Parliament have been able to produee
figures indieating clearly that afier they
have met all expenses incidental to earning
their rneome they are left with very little
for tkemselves and their families. More-
over, with the added complexity of mod-
ern Governmenta! administration there has
heen : 1 inerease in the duties of members
of Pa‘liament. The days are long passed
when nembers can earn their salaries with-
ount devoting long and arduous hours to
their duties. Members of the Common-
wealth Parliament have recently had their
salaries or allowanees increased from
£1,000 to £1,500, Some States have already
effected increases in the case of their mem-
bers c¢f Parliament and others have fhe
position under review. Some States have
provided pension schemes when members
of Parliament retire or are defeated. T
think provision is also made for the widow
of the member in ease of death. s

Whilst Parliament must accept the ulii-
mate responsibility for the fixing of sal-
aries, it was thought undesirable that the
old m:thod of haphazard selection of the
figure should be continuned. It was agreed,
therefare, between the Party leaders that
a commetent tribunal should be established
to consider the matter and make recom-
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mendations.  An approach was made to
the Chief Justice, the President of the
Arbilration Court and the Public Service
Commissioner, who consented to act in this
capacily. Aw none of these gentlemen is
subject to direction by the Government and
as each has the highest possible gualifica-
tions, I think it will be agreed that it
would have been difficult to seleet a more
competent tribunal. The terms of refer-
ence given to the tribunal were as fol-
lows \—

(a) To consider the relationship of fixed
salarzes with the snlaries of officers and offices
that are subject to review from time to time
and to recommend what, if any, adjustment
should be made to fixed salaries in order to
restore them to a reasonably comparable basis,

(b) To consider and recommend the method
that should be followed or the means
that should Le followed or the wmeans that
should be aodopted, in order that reasom-
able consistency between fixed salaries and
salaries that are subjeet to periodical review
may be maintained in the future.

(¢} To consider the desirability of intro-
ducing some form of adjustment of Parlia-
mentary allowances—

¢i) In order to provide for the varying
conditions (area, isolation and num-
ber of constituents) of member’s
constituencies; and

{ii) (Inter alia) whether speeial allow-
ances are desirable to meet varying
conditions in Parliamentary eon-
stituencies or other speecial distriets
or loealities.

(d) The consideration of ways and means
of providing pengions for members of the
State Parliament as now provided in some
other State Parliaments.

The tribunal presented its report on the
15th October, and this Bill has embodied
the report in full with one exception. I
intend to table the report. The tribunal
recommended that allowances of members
of the Legislative “ Assembly should be
£1,000 per annum and that of members of
the Legislative Council £800 per annum. It
has always been the practice to pay mem-
bers of hoth Houses the same allowance.
The Constitution provides that the Presi-
dent and the Speaker shall receive the
same and that the Chairmen of Committees
of both Houses shall also receive the same.
I think that applies as well to the officers
of hoth Houses. It has been decided,
therefore, that the allowances shall con-
tinne to be identieal ‘and, so as not to ex-
ceed the total amount recommended by the
trihunal, the Bill provides that the allow-
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ances of members of the Legislative
Assembly shall be reduced from £1}000
to £060, and those of members of the Leg-
islative Council inecreased from £900 to
£960.

Hon. A. H. Panton: We shall be subsi-
dising the Legislative Couneil.

The PREMIER: For salaries fized by
the Constitution and other Acts, the tri-
bunal has recommended that, as a general
principle, ihere should be added to the
statutory salaries the basie wage allowance
which has heen added to other salaries and,
by way of some measure of re-classifica-
tion, there should also be an inerease of 10
per cent. vanishing at £2,000. The follow-
ing statement sets out the existing salaries
of the various positions concerned, the
recommendations of the tribunal, and the
provisions of the Bill:—

Rate  Rate
Existing Recom- Provided

Rate, mended, in Bl
i £ £
Balaries fixed by Constitution—
Premicr . 1,200 1,500 1,500
Ministera .. 1,000 1,250 1,250
Chiel Justice 2,300 £600 2,800
Pulsne Judges 2,000 2,300 2,300
Privute Hevretary to the
. Governor 350 500 500
Prexhdent, Arbitration Court
(snme solory as Puisnc
Judge under Industrial
Arbltration Act)... 2,000 2,500 2,300
*Allowanees ixed by Parlla-
mueitary AHowanced Act—-
President of the Leglalative
Gounell .. 1,100 1,400 1,360
Speaker of the Legislative
Araemity. .. . 1,100 1,400 1,360
Leader of the Opposition . 000 1,400 1,300
Chalrman of Cominttees :
Legislative  Council and
Legislative Asscably 900 1,200 1,160
Minister’s Poarlinmentary al-
lowanee . . 600 1,000 o
Members Generally :
Legivlative Councit . 700 900 060
Leghvlatjve Awembly .. U0 1,000 06y
Auditor Genernl —Andit Aet 1,000  L,200 1,200
Puliic Sers e Commissioner
-—TPublic Service Act 1,250 1,475 1,475

# in addition, a speciel ailowsnce of £50 per annum
will be poid to eountry and North-West members and
£100 to the Lender of the Opposition. Metropolitan, ns
distinet from country clectorates. will he considered ag
those whuw boundaries are all within a radius of 30 miles
from Perth,

I bave alvo had prepared a statement show-
ing the income taxafion payable on the al-
lowances of the varions positions on the
basis of man and dependent wife with no
other dependants and no other income. The
future salaries will be as follows:—
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©On basis of £960.
Aonunl Income
Salary, Tax. Net.
£

£ £

Premler 2,610 gat 1,626
Miunlater {Metropolitan) 2,210 712 1,408
Mipister (Country) ... 2,200 740 1,520
President, Legisistive Counelt 1,410 345 1,005
Speaker, Legislative Assembly 1,360 322 1,038
Leader of the Opposition ... 1,510 88 1,122
Chaltman of Comnyttees (Met-

ropolitan) ..., 1,160 245 9156
Chatrman ~ of  Committees

(Countzyy ... 1,216 261 040
City members, Legialative Coun-

cfl .., Q6o 174 784
Country members, Legislative

Council 1,010 101 419
City members, Leglslative As-

gembly 460 176 754
Country members, Legislative

Assembly ... 1,010 191 819

One position, the salery of which is fixed
by statute, but which was not considered by
the tribunal, is that of the Agent-General,
and the Bill provides to apply to this sslary
the same principle as to other fized salaries,
and the corresponding increase has been in-
corporated.

The new salaries will date from the 15th
October, which is the date on which the
tribunal presented its report, This Bill is
an attempt to rectify the admittedly inade-
quate remuneration paid to the whole of
certain oflices and to members of Parliament.
More than that, it is an attempt o establish
the principle that the fixation of such salaries
should be the subjeet of proper considera-
tion by an appropriate authority before
coming to Parliament for decision. As I
have aiready said, there have been many
complaints from members in regard to the
present rate of salary, and the previous
Premier requested that representatives from
each Party should meet and diseuss the
position. The tribunal was created and it
was agreed that whatever Party eame to
power, the Bill would be introduced. J table
the report of the tribunal and move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. F. J. 5. Wise, dchate
adjourned.

Sifting snspended from 6,15 to 730 pn.

BILL—PUBLIC WORKS STANDING
COMMITTEE.

In Committee,
Resumed from the 27th November. Mr.

Perkins in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill.
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Clause 21—Power to refer any matter in-
volving expenditure of publiec moneys
(partly considered):

The CHATRMAN: Progress was reported
after the Committee bhad agreed to strike
out the word “may” in line 3 of Subclause
(1).

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It-is
my intenlion at a later stage to have this
clause recommitted for further considera-
tion. Jt would suit my purpose to have the
word “shall’” inserted in lien of the word
struck out in order that I might move an
amendment later to have the orginal word
restored. Tt is not an easy position to over-
eome but some word will have to go into
the clause in lien of the one siruck ount and
I do not eare myself to put in the word
“shall.”

The CTLAIRMAN: There is no need to
insert apy word at all if the Minister is
going to recommit the elause,

Hon F.J. 8. WISE: I move an amend-
ment—-

That in line 3 of Subelause (1) the word
‘‘ghall?’ be inserted in liem of  the word
strock out.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Al-
thong1 the word “shall” will go in without
any objection on my part, by and by, con-
tradietory though it may seem, I shall, on
recomnmittal, seek to delete “shall” so that
“may” ean be inserted in lieu.

Hon. F. J, 8. WISE: It is obvious that
the Minister’s support of the word ‘/shall”
is me-e subterfuge.

The Minister for Works: Of course it is,
if that is the word you care to employ! I
thougit I had made the matter elear so that
the word “subterfuge” would not apply.

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: Of course it does!
1t is well to have it quite clear that this
elause, which was debated during last week
and is the vital clause in the Bill, is the one
that determines whether the Government is
serions about this measure or whether i is
merely pretending. Unless the word “shall”
is ins2rted, only matters that the Govern-
ment found were so political that it would
not care to make any recommendation eon-
cerning them would be referred to the com-
mittee, in the hope that the eommittee in-
stead of the Government would make a
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decision that such works be not proceeded
with. I think we should have it quite clear
whether the Government really means that
this 3ill is to permit of the appointment of
an auathoritative eommittee or whether it is
to give the committee authority only over
such matters as are referred to it by the
Government.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
is little more I can add to what I have said
to make the position clear. 1 shall move
a litlle Jaler to insert a nmew subclause.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Is that the arrange-
ment made just now at a Party meeting?

Tke MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member must have seen the amendment
on the notice paper. It has been there not
only today but yesterday, though yesterday
it wns on a separate sheet. This is no new
departure. It has been done, not on a great
many oceasions, but it has been done, other-
wise I would not dare to do it now. So far
as the first subclause I intend to submit is
eoncerned, that will make it compulsory on
the Government to submit to the committee
any proposed work that will eost more than
£75,000. Thereafter the Bill would ensue;
but not until it had been referred to the
eommittee could it be put in the form of a
Bill for submission to the House. But by
and by, when I have recommitted the clause
for the purpose of making certain amend-
ments to Sobelavse (1), that elause will
then be permissive. So when it ecomes to
referring any question to the committee I
wani that particular reference to be a per-
missive or optional one,

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: What is the advant-
age of raising the amount to £75,000 if the
reference does not matter at ali?

The MINISTER FQOR WORKS: The
veason for raising the figure from £50,000
to £75,000 is so that the committee will not
be overloaded with work in its first year.
The Leader of the Opposition and his eol-
leagues must realise that if all public works
to c¢ost more than £50,000 were, without
exeeption, to be referred to the committee
it would be so overworked that it would get
throngh practieally nothing. In South
Australia, some two years ago, one investi-
gation having to do with a water supply pro-
blem took a full year. Even then it was
only a periodical report and still more work
had to be done.
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Hon. J, B. SLEEMAN: If the Minister
is hopeful of having the word “may™ rein-
serted, he must think he is sitting in front
of political acrobats! Five or six members
sitting opposite agreed to strike out that
word,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
new clauge ag it will be when the proposed
new subclavses are inserted will make the
position entirely different from the point
of view of those who on this side of the
Chamber previously objeeted to the word.

Hon. A. R. G&. HAWKE: The Minister
‘has a very elastic idea of what constitutes
an important change in the principle of this
-clange. He seems to think that if the value
of any proposed work is raised by a few
thousand pounds such setion justifies mem-
bers, who voted a few days ago to make
compuisory reference to the committee of
all proposed works over a certain figure, ih
voting for it to be discretionary for such
proposed works to be so referred. Surely
po member of this Committee would be im-
pressed one serap favourably by reasoning
such as that. This proposed committee will
-he pither beneficial or otherwise. In trying
.te justify the Bill in previous debales, the
Minister gave us to understand that the
committee would be exiremely valuable in
its operations. He told us it would save the
hard-earned income of the State. Yet he is
now trying to get around a decision pre-
vionsly made by this Commitiee to make it
,compulsory for all proposed works over a
certain figure to be referred to the works
committee. I think we were justified, in
virw of the Minister’s proposal that the
committee would save the hard-carned eash
of the State, in making it compulsory for
all proposed works to be referred. What is
the use of such o committee as the Minister
deseribed, if only those works are to he re-
ferred to it that the Minister desires so to
refer?

The Minister for Works: Where did you
oot that idea?

Hon, A. R. 3. HAWKE: From the Minis-
ter's sugrestion that later on he will try to
have the word “may” reinserted. The fact
that the eclause originally contained that
word showed that it was the intention of the
Government to refer only cértain works to
the proposed committee. The majority of
members agreed that if the proposed com-
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mittee would do all the Minister said it
would, all works estimated to cost more than
a eertain sum should be referred to it, so
that it might save the State as much money
as possible,

Amendment put and passed.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move
an amendment-—

That a new Subelause be added as follows;—
(2) After the first day of July, nineteen
hundred and foriy-eight, it shall not be lawful

- for any person to introduce into Parliament

any Bill authorising the construction of any
public work estimated to cost, when complete,
mare than seventy-five thousand pounds unless
the public work has first been inquired into and
reported upon by the committee in the manner
provided by this section.

The amendment provides that where a
public work is to cost more than £75,000 no
Bill shall be introduced unless the proposed
work has first been referred to the eommit-
tee. Such reference may be made by resec-
lution of Parliament or by the Governow,
and without it the Bill cannot be introduced.
If this amendment is agrced to, the provi-
sion regarding reference must, on recommit-
tal, be made permissive and not compulsory.
Et mest read “may” instead of “shall.” If
all works, irrespective of cost, were to be
referred to the committee, it could not deal
with them. I hbelieve the provision I have
outlined should meet all reasonable needs.

Mr, GRATAM: The more I study the
Bill the more satisfied I become that there is
not much sincerity behind it. The amendment
is an attempt to placate certain individuals
on the Government side of the House., Few
publie works referred to Parliament require
Acts of Parliament hefore the work can be
proceeded with,

_The Minister for Works: We bave had
geveral before us recently,

Mr., GRAHAM: They were the rare ex-
eeptions, The Minister's-intention to pro-
vide that the Government may refer snch
works to the ecommittee, would mean that
the number of ruestions to be investigated
by the commitice would be praectieally nil
The Minister's proposal is probably a pre-
text, fo be used by the flive Government
supporters who voted for a eertain amend-
ment the other evening, to salve their con-
seiences, so that they may now vote the
other way. I will vote against the amend-
ment. I do not know that the proposed
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comn iltee wi.ll serve any good purpose buat,
if the majority of members helieve it will,
let us bave an effective committee,

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAX ; It seems Lhat the
Government is battling against the wind.
This provision will not be of mueh use.
The Government now wishes to raise the
figurs to £75,000 and reinsert the word
‘*may.’’ Then, if there is a job that the
Government does not want to do, it will
refer it to the committee in the hope that
that body will turn the work down. If we
are to pay £1,500 per year to keep in being
a committee to investigate only jobs that
the {zovernment would like to see thrown
out, it will simply be money wasted. No

matter what other members on the Gov- .

ernrcent side might do, the member for
Beverley is not a political eorkserew and I
am satisfigd that he will not turn a somer-
sault, even though a sprat to eateh a mack-
erel is held out to him in the form of a
promise that be will he chairman of the
proposed committee.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I and
other members who know the member for
Beverley realise he will do his own think-
ing. He will not fall for the funny stuff
voiend by the member for Fremantle. The
hen. member put forward an unworthy sug-
oest:on when he suggested that the Govern-
ment would refer to the committee only
works which it did not want to see recom-
menied.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: What other motive
enuld there be for inserting the word
Smay’??

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The idea
of Faving a public works standing commit-
tee is not new. Tt operates in all the East-
ern States except New Sonth Wales and
Queensland. 1t is adopted by the Com-
morwealth Government and in Tasmania,
Viecorin and South Australia, The like-
liest resoit is that we shall follow alonyg
much the same lines as they pursue there.
They do not have dubious jobs referred
to lhe members of the publie works stand-
ing committee with the snggestion that they
shal tnrn them down. One Opposition
meraber questioned whether money could
be saved under this suggestion but I refer
him, and others who believe with him, te
the member for PPerth who, for a long
peried, was a member of the standing com-
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. mittee of the Commonwealth Parliament.

He himself has told memhers that the com-
mittee was responsible for saving the Com-
monwealth millions of pounds. For my part
I think that the expense involved in set-
ting up a publie works standing committee
in this State will be recouped to us over
and over again. There are many works that
have been undertuken here that, had they
been yeferred to such a committee in the
past, would prohably have been more satis-
factory fhan they are at present.

Mr. Hoar: I think you have almost per-
suaded yourself!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I agree
that I am not approaching this problem in
the customary way, but it is the only one
left to me. If I do not get what I eon-
sider to be a square deal from the com-
mittee, I would rather have no Bill than
one that will be ineffective, or at any rate
I would certainly defer the econsideration
of the measure to a more appropriate
peried in the future.

Hon. A. H, PANTON: I would like an
explanation from the Minister as to what
is the intention underlying the proposed
new subeclavse. Scores of jobs have been
earried out at a cost of over £73,000 for
which no Bill was considered necessary,
and the only reference to the matter has
been in the Loan Estimates. That praec-
tice will operate in the future, and Bills
will not be introduced.to deal W1th the
works to he undertaken.

The Minister for Works: That is so.

Hon, A. H, PANTON: Then I take it
that the publie works standing committee
will operate only when a Bill is introdueced
fo constimet works that eost over £75,000.
Will the Minister explain whether it is pro-
posed that in future Bills will be introduced
to deal with all works costing over £75,000
and that the committee will deal only with
works in respect of which the Government in-
trrds to introdnce legislation?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tt is
quite true that many puhlic works have been
undertaken at a cost of over £75,000 that
were never the subject of Bills. Those are
referred to later on in another subelanse, T
freely admit that many such works have been
undertaken that should have been dealt with
in a Bill, but were not. In future, if the
Government holds to its present intentions
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there will be Bills introduced dealing with

public works costing in excess of the amount
referred to. The water supply Bills were
{wo that came to my mind as cases in point.

Hon. A. T. Panton: They were exceptions.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is

sh.

Mr. Triat: When was there a previous
one?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
were two other power scheme Bills, the one
for Collie and the one for South Fremantle.
There were two within the last 12 months.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION : The
cleavage of opinion between the two sides
of the Chamber is occasioned by the desires
of the Oppasition. 1t is clear to me that
they appreciate the truth of the old saying
that there are more ways than one of killing
a pig. Members opposite have consistently
opposed the setting up of such commitiees,
with the exveption of the member for Perth
to whose consisteney on the subject I again
pay trilute. Reference to “Hansard” will
substantiate my statement that when pro-
posals liave been put Forward to set up a
commitiee Lo examine public works of more
than a given value and on which committee
there should be more members of the Legis-
lative Assembly than of the Legislative
('ouneil, the Lahour Governments of the day
in 1945 and 1946 vigorousiy opposed and
defeated the motions.

Therefore it is clear as the sun in the skv
at fine midday, that Opposition memhers do
nat want any publie works standing commit-
tee, but the House having decided on the
prineiple at the second reading stage, they
now propose to make the Bill as unworkable
as they possibly ean in order that it may
never find a place on the statate-book. That
is the secret of the observations of the mem-
bee for East Perth which were intended solely
to induee the Committee to make the Bill of
suth & nature that it would be extremely.un-
likely that any Government, irrespective of
what Party it might represent, would put
the measure into operation. On the other
hand, the idea that is in my mind is that
wr should introduce another provision under
which any important public work should be
the subject of a Bill and should be referred
to the sianding committee for inquiry.

We do not need to go into the flights of
fancy displayed by the member for Fre-
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mantle, who apparently is imhued with the
idea that the Government will simply refer
to the public works standing committee un-
derlakings that it does not wish {o proceed
with or is most anxions to see abandoned.
That is simply another way of inducing the
Commitiee to helieve il should make the Bill
s0 nnmanageable that it will have no bearing
in effecting an alteration in the position along
the lines suggested. The matter should he
viewed on a reasonable basis, The amend-
ment suggested by the Minister for Works
puts the matter on a compulsory basis to
ensure that there is an intermediate hody
that can be called into operation hy
the Government itself or by either
House of Parliament on the resolution
of any member to deal with any -ques-
tion arising out of any public work-.
The Minister for Works desires to have all
public works which are te be the subject
of legislation referred to the commitiee by
compulsion under the Act.

We have not had a publie works stand-
ing committeg in Western Australia so far
and we ought to be prepared to necept the
idea that there is wisdom, in dealing with
mujor works in referring them to «uch a com-
mittee as is proposed by the Bill. The
member for East Perth has on more than
olle oecasion in recent years expressed him-
self to the effect that no opportunity ig ever
given fo private membors to take a closer
interest in major affairs of the State. 1
suggest his attitude to this measure is
in direet opposition to the views which be
has expressed before. He wants the whol:
loaf which he sees in sight or in prospect,
Alternatively, he wishes the position to re-
main as it is.  If the desire is to afford
private members an opportunity to take
part in inquiries of this nature, this mea-
snre and the amendment proposed by the
Minister for Works will at least be o start.
We shall be able to sec whether the results
which we hope to achieve are eapable ol
achievement. If it is found in the next 12
months ar two years that public works which
are reforred to the proposed commitiee are
denlt with in such a wav as to eonvince u¥
that the enmmittee’s efforts are valuable,
then we can extend the committee’s auth-
aority still further. Y hope the Committee
will aet accordingly.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: After having
heard the Minister for Education come to
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the assistunce of Lis colleague, the Minister
for Works, [ note that he did not explaiu
why he desires the word “shall” to be struck
out and the word “may” inserted in lieu.

The Minister for Education: We are not
dealing with that point.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for Fremantle is only mentioning that in
passiLg.

Hoa. J. B. SLEEMAN: That is so. Why
did the Minister not explain why later on
he wished to strike out the word “shall” and
insert “may” ¥

Hon. T J. 8. Wise: He is passing the
buck. .

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: If the Govern-
ment is reasonszble, it will retain the word
“shall.” Wy have in one paragraph the
word “may” and in another paragraph the
word “shall,” each contradicting the other.
 Tha Minister for Works: That is not so.
There is need for one “shall” and for one
(:may_”

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I bave consulted
the member for Perth, who tells me that alt
public works under Commonweaith control
are roferred to the Commonwealth committee.

The Minister for Works: We need not
necessarily copy the Commonwealth.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The Government
is not prepared to do that here.

The Minister for Works: No.

Hon, A, R. G. HAWKE : Stubelause (1)
makes it mandatory for all works costing
over a certain amount to be referred to the
proposed committee. That was the firm view
of the Committee when this matter was being
thrashed out previously. Therefore, the Min-
ister's amendment is unnecessary.

Mc. Rodoreda; It is contradictory.

Hom, A. R. G. HAWKE: The Minister
for “iduecation, in his speech a few moments
ago, misinterpreted completely the attitonde
of riembers on this side of the Chamber.
We most eertainly oppose the establishment
of a public works standing committee,

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: T would like to hear
the Premier’s view on it.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWEKE: The attitude
of rembers on this side is quite eonsistent.
We would have heen quite satisfied had the
Bill been defeated at the second reading
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stage. It was not, and surely we are en-
titled to try to fashion any clause in the
mea:ure in such a way as to make it effee-
tive. It would be unfair to leave it in
the hands of the Minister to say what pro-
posed works should be referred to the com-
mittee, as we have a good idea of what
would happeh under such a system.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I hope the Com-
mittee will not agree to the amendment. I
would like to bear what the member for Mt.
Marshall has to say about his hopes of
getting the Yarramony-Eastward railway.

Mr. Leslie: I do not think there is much
chance of getting it.

Hoen. J. B. SLEEMAN ; T would also like
to hear the member for Beverley and the
member for Avon declare themselves on the
Bill. They speak one way on one 0ccasion
and another way on another.

Mr. LESLIE: It is all very well for mem-
bers opposite fto talk about consistency.
Whan the measure was last under discus-
sion, I explained as clearly as T could what
would happen if the amendment moved by
the member for Perth were agreed to. Tt
wag agrecd to and my emendment was not
acecpted.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Do you not think
we {id the right thing?

Ay, LESLIE: No. Members are entitled
to their opinions. At least, we on this side
are at libetty to express our own opinions.
Beecause, in effect, members opposite turned
down the amendment I proposed moving,
and Ministers were not in favour of it, T did
not proceed with it, and T am now sticking
by the Ministers.

Hen, . J. 8. WISE: I would like to
hear (he Premicr on this point. It is notice-
able that where this debate deviates from
the Minister in eharge of the Bill, it moves
towards Couniry and Demoeratic League
interests.  The reasory is obvions—this is
part of Conniry and Democralic League
policy. It ean be said quite safely that this
is where there is a division between the
policy of that Party and that of the Liberal
Party. I am interested to know the attitude
of the Government and the Treasurer, who
is a responsible person and who has fo pro-
mote public works of some magnitude. Can
the Premier tell me of anything new in the
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schedule to his Loan Bill which would have
been referred to this commiitee if it were
in existence? The answer is that nothing
would have been referred to it. During the
last decade there have been two items which
necessifated Aects of Parliament and which
would, prior to the iptroduction of the Bills,
have been referred to this committee. I
repeat that there is much pretence in con-
nection with the measure. Tt would be bet-
ter, if the Government were in carnest, that
the Minister should atlempt to explain why
the Government desires to reserve to itself
the right to refer sueh works to the eom-
mittee as it agrees to. 1 would also like
to know to what sort of works the amend-
ment refers.

The Minister for Works: You know thai
question is quite unnecessary. You had the
information the same as I had.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: No information
was given on this point.

The Minister for Works: No information
was necessary on if.

Hon. F. J. 8 WISE: The Minister for
Works attempts to change the subject by
suggesting that we do not now wish to have
a workable public works committee.

The Minister for Works: Do you desirc‘
it?

Hon. F. 1. 8§, WIRE: We desire no pub-
li¢ works committee, but if the Government
wants one we desire that it shall be cap-
able of functioning. That is something the
Minister is attempting to aveid by amend-
ments such as this. If we cannot ensure

that the commitiee will work effectively, we -

will oppose the third reading. If the Gov-
ernment shows that it is serious in having
a public works committee to whieh works
can be referred that is a different matter,
and the Government will see a different atfi-
tude from this side of the Chamber.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
should he obvious to memhers opposite that
if & Bill of this type has been successful
in the Commonwealth, South Australia, and
in the othgr States, it is likely to be equally
suecessful here. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion seeks fo drive a pretty little wedge
between the two Parties occupying the

Treasury bench. That is futile, This hap- -

pens to be the policy of both Parties, and
they are belind the Bill,
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ITon. A. R. G. Hawke: One of the Parties
is o long way behind it

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Mem-
bers opposite seem to be obsessed by twe
fears, ono is that the Bill will be passed
ang {he other, strangely enough, that if it
is passed the committee will not have snfli-
cient work to keep it busy. There nced
be no fear on the latter score. There will
he a great many jobs requirving attention in
the future. Factors such as steeply rising
costs and the slow availability of materials
affect the position. Prices today ave from
50 to 7} per cent. above what they were
in 1939-40, which means that the limit of
£75,000 will he arrived at reasonably easily.
J eannot sec why everything should be re-
Terred to the committee. There is no sense
in overloading it in the early stages, with
the result that poor work will he done.
The committee’s work will be of immense
advantage to the State.

Point of Order,

ITon, J. B. Sleeman: On a point of order,
T ask you, Mr. Chairman, if the amendment
is in order. T point out that the first part
of the clause provides—

Any question relating to any public work
estimated to cost mere than fifty thousand
pounds shall be referred to the Committee by
the Governor or npon resolution of either Honse
of Parlinment.

The marginal note states—

Power to refer any watter involving expen-
diture of public moneys.

The Minister has moved an amendment sot-
ting out the same thing, namely, that a
Bill authorising works costing more than
£75,000, shall not be introduced into Par-
liament until the work has first been in-
quired into and reported upon by the com-
miltec, I elaim, before the Minister is in
order in moving that amendment, that the
Bill should be recommitted so that the word
“may” eould be re-inserted. At the moment
his amondment is redundant.

The Chuirman: On the point of order
raised hy the member for Fremantle, I
point out that the first part of the clause,
to which he refers is general, and the
amendment moved by the Minister is spe-
cifically related to legislation. I therefore
rule that there is no confliect between the
amendmeni and the early part of the Bill.
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Committee Resumed.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the fellowing result:—

Ayes . 22
Noes .. - 18
Majority for 4
Aves.
Mr. Abbott Me, McLarty
Mr, Ackland Mr, Murray
Mr, Bovell Mr, Nalder
Mra. Cordall-Olives Mr, Needham
Mr, Cornell Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Doney Mr, Seward
Mr. Orayden Mpe. Shesrn
Me. Hill Mr, Thorn
Myr. Leslie Mr. Watts
AMr. Mann Me, Wild
Mr, McDonald Mr. Brand
{Telior.}
Noks.
Mr, Coverley Mr. Nulsen ¢
Mr. Fox Mr. Panton
Mr. Graham Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Hawke Mr. Sleeman
Mr, Hegney Mr. Styants
Mr. Hoar Mr, Tonkin
Mr. Kelly Mr, Triat
Mr, Marshall Mr, Wise
Mr, May Mr, Rodoreda
(Teller,)

Arendment thus passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
now neeessary to amend the proviso. I
move an amendment—

That in line 1 of the proviso the words
*‘this requirement’’ be struck out and the
words ‘‘the requirements of the proceding
two :ubscetions of this section’’ inserted in
liew.

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move
an amendment-—
Thut in the last line of the proviso the word

“pinn’’ be struck out and the word ‘‘eight®’
inserted in lieu.

Artendment put and passed,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: [ move
an amendment—

That a new subclause be added after the
proviso as follows:—

() Any sueh proposed public work as re-
ferred to in subsections (1) and (2) of this
section may be referred to the committee—

(a) Upon resolution of either House of
Parliament on motion made in the
usual manner by any Minister or
any other member of either House
of Parliament;

(b) By the Governor.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I move—

Ttat the amendment be amended by striking
out the word ‘'may’’ and imserting irn lieu
the word *‘shall.’”

Tn Subelause (1) the word
altered to “shall.”

“may"”  was

Point of Qrder.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: On a point of
order, Subclause (1) as amended provides
that any guestion relating to any "publie
work costing over a certain amount shall
be referred -to the commitiee. Now the
Minister is proposing an amendment that
any such work may he referred to the com-
mittee.  That is too ridiculous for words.

The Chairman: If members decide to
accept the amendment, the matter is in
their hands.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: T ask for your
ruling, Mr. Chairman. I claim that the
amendment is out of order heecaunse it iz a
direct negation of Subelause (1).

The Chairman: Notice of motion has
been given for the recommittal of the elause
ond, if any portions are eontradictory, they
can be rectified then.

Dissent from Chairman’s Ruling.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Then I must dis-
agree with your ruling and move:—That
the Committee dissent from the Chairman’s
ruting.

(The Speaker resumed the Chairl)

The Chairman having reported the dis-
sent,

Hon. J. B, Sleeman: The Chairman has
ruled to be in order an amendment moved
by the Minister that any such proposed pub-

“lie work as specified may he referred to the

committee; whereas -Subelause (1), as
‘aumended, provides that any question relat-
ing to any public works exceeding a cer-
tair. amount shall he referred to the com-
mittee. The Chairman claimed that the
Minister has given notice of motion fo re-
commit the elause. Whether the recommit-
tal will be agreed lo is a matter for con-
jecture, and even if the clause be recom-
mitted, nobody can say whether members
will agree to the proposed amendment. I
claim that the amendment is out of order
and too ridienlous for words.

Myr. Perkins: I ruled that the amendment
is entirely in the bands of the Committee.
If members choose to mutilate the clause,
that is entirely & matter for them. Already
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some amendment has been made and the
Minister has given notice of intention
to Tecommit the eclause. Therefore I
claim that, if there is any confliet,
it is quite beside the point at this stage.
All members ean reeollect other Bills that
have heen before the Ilouse wherein clauses
have been mufilated and it bas been neces-
sary to take further action on recommnittal to
make sense of them. The essential point is
that the matter is one for the Committee to
decide.

Mr. Rodoreda : The argument of the Chair-
man of Committees that this amendment is
in the hands of the Chamber would apply
equally to every amendment that may he
moved. That is not the question at issue. It
is for the Chairman of Committees to deeide
whether the amendment is in order irres-
pective of what the Committee may do when
the amendment iz before it. He also said it
was a matier of opinion whether this was
contradictory. It is not a matter of opinion
but a faet. The two subclauses are entirely
eontradictory in the way the elanse stands at
present. Neither the Chairman of Commit-
tees nor you, Mr. Speaker, nor anyone else
here can say whether the recommittal will
he agreed to or whether the clause will be
amended as the Minister wants it to be.
This amendment would be in order on re-
committal provided the Minister could again
insert the word ‘“‘may” in the first part of
the clause. I submit that there is no doubt
that the amendment is definitely out of
order, .

The Minister for Works: I am in the posi-
tion of having to agree with the member for
Fremantle. 1 may be wrong, but it seems
to me that this is a draftsman’s error. I
would draw attention te the rending of the
subelanse.  The words used are “any such
proposed publie work as are referred to in
Subseclions (1) and (2)." The several amend-
ments that the Committee dealt with have
made the phrase (1) and (2)” redundant
as also the letter “s” at the end of the pre-
ceding word “subsections.” As to the word
“may,” that is the subject of a separate dis-
pute when we come to it. I think it is com-
petent for you, Mr. Speaker, to direct that
the proposed amendment be withdrawn with
the oaobjeet of another being substitoted
leaving out the phrase “(1) and (2).”

Mr. Speaker: If the Minister is willing
to withdraw the amendment T am preparegd to
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rule in that direction. The position is that
the Bill 'is in the melting pot. There are
contradictory clauses and we are waiting for
recommittal. I suggest that the Minister
withdraw the amendment.

Mr. Rodoreda: I think it is quite com-
petent and desirable that you, Sir, should
give the ruling which has been asked for.
The ruling of the Chairman of Commnittees
has been disagreed with and it bas been re-
ferred to you as arbiter.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I agree with the
member for Roebourne. If the ruling of the
Chairman of Committees is not upset, 1t will
be zaid at some future date that the Chair-
man of Committees on a eertain occasion
gave a certain ruling, and when the Speaker
was called upon he did not decide whether
that ruling was correet or not but asked the
Minister to withdraw the amendment and get
out of it that way. I press for a ruling on
the question.

Mr. Spenker: In that case I am going to
uphold the Chairman’s ruling, but would urge
the Minister to withdraw the amendment.

Disgent from Speaker's Ruling.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I am sorry that I
must move— ]

That the House dissent from the Speaker’s
ruling.
Your ruling seems ridiculous when cven the
Minister has come to light in support of my
contention and the whole of the front bench
ajrees, ineluding all the legal men, judging
from the lock gn their faces! 1t is not your
duty to nphold the Chairman’s ruling if yon
think it is wrong, and I cannot see how you
imagine it to be anything else, There ean-
not be eontradictions in the same clause. 1t
must be either one thing or the ather. We
ennnot allow your ruling to stand or next
year some of our friend< opposite will say
that in the previous December the Speaker
ruled a certain way and will quote that
rhling as a preecdent.

The Attorney General: T veature to sug-
gest that your ruling ond the ruling of the
Chairman of Committees was perfectly right.
Ax the matter now stands there are two sub-
clauses to Clanse 21, and, as the Committee
hos decided, the first subclause says that any
question relating to any publie work to eost
mote than a certain Agure shall be referred to
the public works committee. Then the pro-
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vision goes on to say that the reference shall
be by the Governor or upon resolution by
cither House of Parliament, on a motion
made in the usmal manner by any Minister
or any other member of either House of
Parliament. Subclause {2} goes from the
general to the partienlar. It says that any
Bill for a public work shall be referred to
the committee before being introduced. So
Subelaose (1) says that any question shall
be referred and cxpresses it as being refer-
able by the Governor or a resolution of Par-
liament and Subelause (2) says that any Bill
for a public work shall be referred.

And now we come fo Subelause (3)
which the Minister has just moved. That
subelanse has this imperfection in draft-
ing: it does not go to the substance at all,
in that it repeats the provision that the
reference has to be either by the Governor
or npon motion made in Parliament by a
Minister or a member. Tbat part is all
right in Subelanse (1) but it is not in
Subclause (2). Therefore in Subelause (3)
it has heen thought fit to put it in order;
but for the sake of clarity, we might leave
ont the reference to Subelause (1) in Sub-
clanse (3) and let the reference in Sub-
clause {3) be confined to Subelause (2).
The most that could happen is that there
is some repetition insofar as it relates to
Subclimse (1). Let us take an analogy!
In an Act it may be said that every offend-
er shall pay a fine of £5 and this measnre
savs that every qyuestion and every Bill
shall be referred to the committee; it is
mandatory. Thenr in the case of the fiue
the Act may go on to say that such fine
may Ie paid in notes or in coin.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Be reasonahle!

Th¢ Attorndy General: Members may
langh at thal, but there is no question
about the accuracry of the statemeni. Onece
we irapose an obligation to do a certain
thing we commonly, in an Aect of Parlia-
ment, allow the option of doing it in one
of two ways.  All this subclause says is
that having made it mandatory in Sub-
elauses (1) and (2) to refer ecertain mat-
ters to the committee, in Subelause (3) we
provite that this reference may be made
in ether of one of two ways—by the
Minizster or hy resolntion of Parliament. It
is a matter of indifference to me. The
Minister has thought that the point taken
by tte member for Fremantle was a sound
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one. I do not think so. As I see this, I
ean perceive no inconsistency in Subclause
(3) providing Lhat what is mandatory in
the two precediug subelauses may by Sub-
clause {3) be dome in onme of two optional
ways; and the word ‘‘may’’ has to my
mind no contradictory nature in relation
to the mandatory provision in Subclauses
(1) and (2). I would be sorry for the
sake of future Committees if a ruling were
to go on record that a clause of this kind
which gives an option as to the method of
earrying out a mandatory provision made
earlier werc beld to be not practicable in a
Bill.

Hon. A. R, G. Hawke: I am pleased that
the Attorney General has defended the
draftsman against the accusation which the
Minister for Works levelled against him.
Wher. an amendment is imtroduced into
this Chamber it becomes the responsibility
of the person who introduced it, and that
is the person who should shoulder the
responsibility if it ean be proved that the
amendment was drafted in an unsuitable
manner. The reasoning of the Attorney
General might have been acceptable if this
amendment contained more words than it
does. If the Attorney General will study
the amendment closely—he has not so far
had an opportunity to do so—he will find
that it is permissive for such a question
to be referred to the committee, and per-
missive to three authorities, the first being
cither House of Parliament, the second
being the Minister and the third the
Governor, s

The Attorncy General: Read that in con-
juneilion with Subelauses {1) and (2).

Hon, A. R. G. Hawke: I do. They both
make it mandatory for certain things to be
done znd certain matters to be referred to
the commitiee. The amendment makes it
permissive for any one of three authorities
to refer any sueh matter to the committee.
As it is permissive to each of the three
authorities, it is obligatory on none of
them, and none would be in any way blame-
worthy—ecertainly none would he in any
way punishable—if it failed to refer any
such question to the committec.  There-
fore each of the three or four authorities
—four if we count each House of Parlia-
ment separately—conld fail in iis permis-
sive right to refer any such question fo the
committee and consequently any such ques-
tion would never be referred to it, despite
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the fact that Subelauses (1) and (2) state
that every such question shall be referred
to the committee.

The Attorney (General: In which case
the Government would have no authority
to proeeed with the work.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: But it does not need
authority.

The Attorney General:
passes, it will.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: If that is the posi-
tion we are to reach—if the Bill be passed
—the whole thing becomes more farcieal
even than it is at the moment. It would
vitiate the whole of the machinery set up
under the Bill.  The reasoning of the
Attorney General was neither logical nor
applieable. If the amendment contained
some additional words, declaring in effect
that when none of the authorities given
the permissive right to refer had exercised
that right within a certain time, it would
be obligatory npon some authority to refer
any such question to the committee, the

If this Bill

Attorney General’s reasoning would be
sound.

The Attorney General: That is some-
thing else.

Hon, A. R. G. Hawke: It is something
that would have to be in the amendment
to make it practieable.

The Attorney Cieneral: That something
else does not affect this question of con-
sistency,

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: In the ecircum-
stances T say this amendment confliets abso-
lutely with Subclanses {1) and (2), beeanse
they are mandatory and this amendment is
permissive in that it states that any one of
four authorities may refer any such ques-
tion ta the committee. Every one of those
four authorities might fail to exercise the
permissive right and sueh action on the
yart of the four authorities would make
Subelanses (1) and (2), which are manda-
tory, inoperative. I think the Chairman’s
ruling and the Speaker’s action in uphold-
ing it are wrong on a striet reading of the
amendment and of Subeclauses (1} and (2},
and for the sake of future proeeedings in
the Honse I think the Speaker’s ruling
should be defeated and that subsequently
the Minister for Works should do what he
has already offered to do—withdraw this
amendment and have it re-worded and
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when the Bill is re-commiitted, move the
amendment in its re-worded form, which I
hope will be practicable.

Mr. Marshall: T have left the discussion
to those with more experience of such
matters than I bave, and I regret that 1
must support the member for Fremantle in
his disagreement with your ,ruling, Mr.
Speaker. I feel that your decision was a
little hasty, and that if you had had time to
deliberate further on the matter you would
have seen the force of the argument ad-
vanced by the member for Fremantle. There
are certain forms of inadmissible amend-
ments. Some of them are set down in the
Standing Orders that guide us from day to
day. Where our Standing Orders are silent
we generally follow “May,”.who is the
authority on Parliamentary procedure, He
follows decisions given in the House of
Commons, There js a distinet line of demar-
cation, as mentioned by the member for
Northam. The word “may” leaves the
matter permissive, while the word “shall”
makes it compulsory, beyond doubt, For
the information of members I will quote
from “May” on amendments such as that
proposed by the Minister. At page 521,
dealing with inadmissible amendments, he
says—

An amendment must not be inconsistent with,

or contrary to, Ehe Bill az so far agreed to by
the committee, nor must it be ineonsistent
with a decision of the committce upon a for-
mer amenidlment. !
That is clear. On a previous amendment
we included the word *shall” und made it
compulsory. We cannot now accept the
word “may” and make it optional, ns that
would be ineonsistent with a decision that
we have already given. 1 therefore think
vou should refleet on your ruling, Mr.
Speaker, as it is inconsistent with the only
puthority to whom we ean refer in cases
such ns this. T support the remarks of the
member for Fremantle,

Mr, Triat: T support the views of the
member for Fremantle. I feel sure that if
you, Mr. Speaker, had elosely perused the
Bill and the amendment, your decision
would have been different. We hove already
decided, by amendment, to insert the word
“shall,” and the present amendment is to
ingert the word “may.”” The Attorney
General stated that a man fined a certain
sum of money may pay it in pound
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notes, silver coins or by cheque, and that
that was the way in whieh the word “may”
was to eome in. If 3 man wag fined per-
baps £100 by a court and we read the
word “may” as it is proposed to apply it
here, it would mean that he may not pay
the fine. I do not think the Attorney
General’s ruling on the maiter would carry
great weight. I support the remarks of the
member for Fremantle, and hope you will
reconsider your ruling.

Qu:stion put and a division faken, with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. . - 19
Noes .. 22
Majority against .. . 3
AYES,
Mr. Coverley Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Fox Mr. Panton
Mr. Graham Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Howke Mr. Sleeman
Mr., Hegney Mr. Styahts
Mr. Hoar Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Kelly Mr. Triat
Mr. Marshall Mr. Wise
My, Moy Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. Needham {Teiler.)
Noes
Mr. Abbott Mr. MtLorty
Mr. Ackland Mr. Murray
Mr. Bavell Mr. Naider
Mres. Cardell-Qliver Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Cornell Mr. Perkins
Mr. Doney Mr. Seward
Mr. Grayden Mr. Shearn
Mr. Hill Mr. Thorn
Mr Leslie R Mr. Watis
Mr Mann Mr. Wild
Mr. McBonald Mr. Brand
: (Teller)

Question thus negatived.

Committee resumed.
Progress reported,

BILL—MILK ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon, I.. Thorn—Toodyay) [9.31] in mov-
ing the sccond reading said: This is a small
amending Bill that has been agreed to in
another place.

Hon, J. B. Sleeman: I hope it has been
drafted p bit better,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I certainly hope so,

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: All right, you can
confinue! ~

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
This legislation was requested by the Royal
Agricultural Society, the Milk Producers’
Association and the breeders of stud dairy
cattle. The objeet of the Bill is tp provide
adequate compensation when stud cattle have
been destroyed under present legisiation.
Under Section G0 of the Milk Aet as it now
stands, dairymen are required to contribute an
amount prescribed by regulation, but there
is a maximum contribution payable of one
fartaing for every gallon of milk sold by
them.’

The Bill provides that stud herdsmen shall
contribute & maximum of 34d. per gallon
and for this additional levy shall be entitled
to o grealer degree of compensation than
ordinary herdsmen, but such compensation
ig not to exceed a maximum of £42. The
amendment applies to bulls or cows that
are dunly registered with any recognised
cattle breed society and will also cover the
dairyman who has an ordinary herd but
with a registered bull as well.  About eight
or nine stud herdsmen are operating on the
metropolitan area but they are cautious
under existing legislation about becoming
licansed dairymen as they would be required
to have their cattle examined for T.B. They
feel it is not worth while hecause of the
small eompensation received, should they
lose a good - proportion of their cattle as
a result,  Dairymen, 75 per cent. of whose
herds are registered, ean contribute at the
higher role and veceive the higher rate of
compensalion,

Hon, F. J, 5. Wise: What effect will this
have on the fund?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I bave no idea. This refers only {o stud
cattle and, of course, the coatribution has
heen increased. '

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: But it will not mean
much,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The contribution is doubled. The Govern-
ment gave consideration to this matter at
the request of the hodies I have mentioned.

The Premier: There is mot a great number
of stud breeders?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTU'RE:
No.

Hon. F. J 8. Wise: That is the point I
raised with regard to the effect on the fund.



2640

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: The contributions will
e negligible,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICLUTURE:
Under the Act the contribution is one farth-
ing per gallon and under the Bill it will be
154, 1 take it that the position has been
examined and those concerned are of opidion
that thig will cover the compensation. The
Bill has been introduced at the request of
the bodies I have named, after examining the
posifiﬂn.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: But those people
stand to gain and not to lose, Ii is the
tund thag will suffer,

, The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The object of the Bill is to amend the Act
to deal with stud eattle only.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: The point I raised

1= vital.
The MINISTER FOR AGR]’CULTURE
That is s0. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. J. T. Tonkin, debate
ad journed,

BILL—BUILDING OPERATIONS AND
BUILDING MATERIALS CONTROL ACT
AMENDMENT AND CONTINUANCE.

Second Reading. -

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. McLarty—
Murray-Wellington) {9.36] in moving the
sevond reading said: The Bill is introduced
to amend the Building Operations and
Building Materials Control Act.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I thought the Gov-
ernment wns against al] these controls.

The PREMIER: Provision is made for
a further extension of the Aect for 12 months.
" Tlon. J. B. Sleeman: The Honorary Min-
ister is very much against conlrols,

The PREMIER: I suggest to the mem-
her for Fremantle that he be quiet and
listen.

HWon. J. B. Sleeman: T suggest that you
state whether you favour all these controls.

The PREMIER: T suggest that the hon.
member listen.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: The object of the Bill
is to secure the extension of the operation
of the Aet for a further 21 months frem
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the lst January, 1948, and for several
amendments dealing with penalties, Despite
the large number of dwellings that have been
ereeted and the rtapidy inereasing pro-
gramme, eoupled with an improvement in
the rate of basic material produvetion—par-
ticularly those materials manufactured
locally—there is still econsiderable leeway to
be overtaken. Applications for homes are
being received at an increasing rate and
reference to the marriage tables indieates
that this demand wil] continme for some
time,

There is also a very keen demand for in-
dustrial work. Social and sckool buildings
are required and the balance has to be struck
between these requirements. It is necessary,
therefore, that some eontrol of building
inaterials be maintained to ensure direetion
into essential channels. Since the existing
legislation first came into foree, an en-
deavour has been made to relate closely the
issue of permits and the rclease of materials
to the supply position. This, in no small
measure, has contributed to the speeding-up
of eonsirmetion, and Western Austrulin has
achieved na finishing rate better than most
other Awnstralian States.

Hon. . J. 8. Wise: We always were &
little better than most of the other States.

The PREMIER: Yes, that is so. At this
stage it would be well briefly to outline
the existing provisions and procedure. The
purposes of the Act are twofold—

Part IT1. Control of Building Operations
including issue of building permita.

Part IV. Control of disposal and acquisi-
tion of building materials—ineluding licenses
and releases.

Under the existing legislation a consent under
Part 1I[ is required for any bailding opera-
tion—

{a) To a residence where the work in any
one financial year will exceed £50.

(b) To business, education or religious
building if the work in any one financial year
exceeds £100.

In addition.io those, a consent is required
for any painting or renovations te a dwell-
ing if the work exceeds £50 in value in
any onc financial year. Where work is car-
ried out within the financial limits mea-
tioned in Part TII and does not require a
permit, it is still necessary for controlled
materials mentioned in the schedule of the
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Act ta be covered by a release in the terms
of Part IV.

With regard to Part IV, the existing pro-
cedure is that when a consent is given to
a building operation under Part III, the
building owner or his contractor is auto-
matieully entitled to obtain a release of the
controlled materials which have been pre-
viously specified, as and when available,
Part [V also operates to provide machinery
for -he wrelease of available controlled
materials when the work is not required to
be ccvered by a consent. The materials
undexr cortrol are listed in the schedule of
the Aet.

The Bill before the House provides for
the amendments I shall now indicate. The
name “State Housing Commission” has
heen inserted where ‘‘\Workers’ Homes
Boar1’’ is used in the Act. As members
know, when the legislation was introduced
first .he eontrol was vested in the Workers’
Hom:s Board, the name of which body has
now been changed to the State Housing
Cominission.

Dificulties have been experienced with
regard to the use of second-hand material.
The Aect now provides that second-hand
material may be acquired or disposed of
without the need to obfain a release from
the Housing Commission, bul it was not
inter.ded that work eosting more than £50
in the ease of a house, even where second-
han¢ material was used, shounld be done
without a permit having been first obtained.

O F. J. 8 Wise: Has the use of
seco1d-hand material heen an emharrass-
men . to the Commission?

The PREMIER: Not an embarrassment
to the Commission but it has been em-
barrassing in this respeet that it bas been
said to have been nsed and the ecost ex-
coeded, and the Commission has not heen
able suceessfully to prosecute those people

who have used second-hand material in
" eon, unetion with new materizl. As the
Lealer of the Opposition will readily

understand, it is diflienlt 1o determine how
much of ecarh type of material has heen
used.

AMr. Styants: Will this prevent a man
whe dismantles & house in one distriet from
re-erecting it in another? :

The PREMIER: No. The legislation will
not take any control over second-hand
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material. The Bill proposes to make it quite
clear that though second-hand material is
cexempt from the section of the Aet that
deals with the acquisifion and disposal of
building material, it does not affect ihe
need to obtain a permit for work to be
done where second-hand material is used.
I think that is the peint that the member
for Kalgoorlie ‘was concerned about. The
reasan for the amendment outlined in the
Bill is that where prosecutions have been
launched, the defence bas becn raised that
second-hand material had been used and
that in consequence the Act did not
Epply.

T1e present Act empowers the Housing
Commission to obtain information in re-
gard to building operations which are in
progress and are uncompleted. It is not
possible under the present legislation to
require an interested party to give informa-
tion with regard to a building operation
which has been completed. The Bill pro-
poses to amend the Aet to give the Com-
mission this power, It can be readily
understood that the power is most neces-
sary because in some instances a building
is completed without a permit before the
Housing Commission has knowledge of it.
The present Act provides that offences may
be dealt with only by a stipendiary magis-
trate. As it is difiicult in all eircumstances *
to obtain the services of a stipendiary
magistrate, the Bill proposes to amend the
Acl to allow offences to be heard by a
poliee or a resident magistrate. It also
pravides fér an alteration in the penalties
to be imposed for breaches of the Aet.

I am sure all members will be in agree-
ment wilth the Government’s desire that
penalties morve in keeping with the breach
eommitted by an offender should be im-
posed. The present Act does nut provide
for & minimum ‘penalty, but it does pro-
vice for a maximum penalty, naniely, £100.
The Bill provides for a minimum penalty of
£50 and a maximum pennlty of £200. In
order to meet exceptional eases, it is pro-
posed to leave some diseretioniry power
with the magistrate, and therefore where
he is satisfied that a penalty less than the
minimum penalty should be impased, he may
infliet a penalty of a smaller amount, but
he must record his reasons for so doing.

Hon, F. J. 8§ Wise: Can yon think of

avhat might he mitigating cireumstances?
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The PUEMIER: XNot offhand. 1 can,
however, easily visualise that something
might oceur. .\ person might be in eom-
plete ignorance that he is doing wrong
and, while ignorance is no excuse for dis-
obedience of the law, certain cases might
arise which would warrant a minimum fine
ol £3), The leader of the Opposition will
agree that this provision is desirable. This
thought has oecurred to me: It might also
nhviate the position, which often arises,
where people who think they have been
harshly dealt with in regard to a fine ap-
peal to the Attorney General for some re-
mission of the fine. This is a safeguard,
in view of the faet that a minimum penalty
is provided. I think the magistrate should
be given some discretion if he considers
that hardship would be inflicted upon a per-
son., I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

Point of Order.

Mr. Graham: In view of the Premier’s
decision some time ago to refuse to answer
some questions of mine relating to the
State Housing Commission, I would like a
ruling from you, Mr. Speaker, on this Bill.
At the time I asked the guestions, it was
plain thet the matter was sub judiee. Ts
this Bill properly before the House? I
concede that there would he no offence
agninst the privilege the Premier claimed
if this were merely a eontinuanece Bill.

The DPremier:

Mr. Graham: But there are alterations
to the Aet that have just been explained by
the Premier. If it were merely a continu-
ance measure, the status gquo would he
preserved and what has existed during the
past 12 months would continue. It was
stated on a previous occasion that the
position regarding. the railway Bill was
somewhat different, and you allowed the
Rill to proceed. But in this case, the Bill
deals with the State Housing Commission,
whose operations are being investigated by
a Royal Commissioner. The Premier him-
zelf refused to answer my questions relat-
ine to the Housing ‘Commission, hecause he
stated that the matter was sub judice and
he has maintained that position since. In
order to be consistent, the Premier should
not even have contemplated the introdue-
tion of a Bill such as this, except for the
purpose of continuing the parent Act in its
present form. T ask you to rule that the

It is a continuanee Bill
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whole matter is sub judice, as a Royal Com-
missioner 1s investigating the State Hous-
ing Commission and that therefore this
measure, apart from the provisions relating
to continuance, should not be further pro-
ceeded with,

Mr. Speaker: My ruling is that the Gov-
ernment can introduee a Bill dealing with
housing, notwithstanding that o Royal Com-
mission is sitting to find out certain things.
The question of what the Royal Commission
may or may not find does not interfere with
the power of the Government.to bring in
legislation. The expression “sub judice” has
been mentioned.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It has no meaning in
this Parliament. v

Mr. Speaker: The expression “sub judice”
has been used in this Chamber. It is a
legal term, but it is often used in ordinary
conversation to denote that a matter is under
consideration. There seems to be a con-
Mlict of ideas between a court of law and
a Royal Commission, but I see no reason
why the Government should not bring in
legislation connected with housing, notwith-
standing that o Royal Commission is sitting
to ascertain certain matters in connection
with the operations of the Housing Com-
mission. I therefore rule that the Bill is
in order.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Why not answer
the question whether the matter is snb
judice?

Dissent from Speaker’s Ruling.

Mr. Graham: T move—

That the House dissent from the Speaker’s
ruling.
I do wso reluctantly snd with no ulterior
motive. All I want is that the position
should be vesolved. The Government seems
determined fe pay ducks and drakes with
the House. It solemnly: makes a decision
on one day on a particular matter and, with
equal solemnity, completely reverses the de-
cision several days later. I do not consider
that is fair to members. Surely, if the
Premier in all seriousness—and the House
agreed with him—decided that a question
merely seeking information should not be
answered hecause the subject-matter was
being inquired into by a Royal Commission,
he should not introduee a Bill designed to
alter the provisions of an Aet which con-
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slitute: one of the charters under whieh tho
Siate Housing Commission carries on its
functicns. I confess I do not feel happy
in this challenge agninst your ruling, but I
frel T should take the opportunity of ex-
pressirg my grievous displeasure at the ac-
lion af the Government. This sort of thing
has been done far too frequently during
this session. We should not be compelled
to submit meekly to the mere whim and
faney of the Government, which says that 2
thing which was wrong yesterday is right
todav.  That  will cause dissatisfaection
among members,

I voice, in as strong terms as 1T
can, my objection to the attitude and
action of the Premier in this matter. T.et
us be fair and honest about it. If it were
wrong the other day to answer questions.
then it is doubly wrong today to seek to
introd 1co legislation affecting the very de-
pariment which is being investigated by a
Royal Commissioner. While we may hava
heen prepared to be indulgent in a former
case becanse it was alleged that the eireum-
stances were different, on this oceasion the
Royal Commission is aetually investigating
the operations of the Housing Commission.
T register my emphatie disapproval of such
an attitude. T am asking the House to agree
with wowr previous decision, and thereford
not tc allow any further discussion on thd
Bill, except as regards the continuanece of
the measure, in order that we mav arrive at
some asis of consistency. Goodness knows,
we have been all over the place this segsion.

The Premier: The Bill T have just intro-
duced can in no way affect or prejudice the
findinzs of the Roval Commission on Hous-
ing. That Royal Commission ‘is inquiring
into certain charges which have been made
against the Housing Commission. The Bill
deals with something gnite apart from this
inquiry. The member for East Perth seeks
to draw a parallel between the Bill and the
question which he asked me some days ago.
He asked me for the names of certain
peoplz connected with the Housing Commis-
sion. T still say that it wouwld have been
improper for me to give him those names.
If he wishes, h¢ can make application for
them to the Royal Commissioner. If is not
part of my function, as Minister for Hous-
ing, while the Royal Commission is conduct-
ing its inquiries, to supply names to any

]
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persons. When I say “r ¥” I mean myself
as Minister for Housing. .There is no anal-
ogy between this Bill and the question which
was put to me by the member for East
Perth, There iz every justification, Mr.
Speaker, for your ruling on this point.

Hon. J. B. Slecman: I rise to support the
member for East Perth. There certainly is
some connection hetween the Bill and the
Housing Commission. I think the Premier
was right when he refused to answer the
questions which have been referred to. He
said the matter was sub judice and he was
quite right, but he eannot have it both ways.
If it were sub jodice in October, it is sub
judice in December. We have to find out
just ‘where we are.

The Premier: The Bill will deal with £ature
happenings, not past happenings.

Hen. J. B. Sleeman: The Bill is connected
with the Housing Commission, which will
control everything with which the Bill deals.
Tt is not merely a continuance Bill; it is
alter'ng the Act.

The Premier: Of course it is.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: And the Aet controla
the Housing Commission.

The Premier: How does the Bill affect
past activities?

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: The member for
East Perth asked the Premier to supply him
with the names of people who had houses
last November. _

The Premier: The Royal Commission is
dealing with the past activities of the Hous-
ing Commission.

Hon. J. B, Sleeman: As I said before, T
think the Premier was right on the previous
occasion.

The Premijer: I am right now, too.

Hon, J. B. Sleeman: Any matter with
which the Royal Commission is dealing is sub
judice. The Premier might have read in the
papers lately the proceedings of a Royal
Commission that was sifting in the Eastern
States. The Royal Commissioner said to
one of the witnesses, “You had better have
a look at a Sydney morning paper and see
whether the statements there made are cor-
veel, hecause if they are, you are guilty of
contempt.” If we err, we err in good com-
pany because that Royal Commissioner told
a witness iIf he had made certain state-
ments-— ’
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The Chief Seeretary: What were they?

Hon. 7. B. Sleeman: The Chief Secretary
ean read the paper as well as I can. He
would like to make some politieal propa-
ganda out of this, T suppose. The Premier
was right on the oceasion that he refused
information.

The Premier: He is right tonight, too.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: He is wrong to allow
thi= to pn throngh because the matter is sub
Judiee.

Question put and negatived.

Debate Resumed.

On maotion by Hon. F. J. 5. Wise, debate
adjourned.

BILLS (4)—RETURNED.
, Electoral Districts.

2, Sweperannuation, Siek, Death, Insn-
ance, Guarantee and Endowment
(Local Governing Bodies” Employees)
Funds,

3, Superannuation Act Amendment.

—

4, Parks and Reserves Aet Amendment.
Without amendment.

RESOLUTION—STATE FORESTS.
Council's Message.

Message from the Couneil received and
read notifving that it had conecurred in the
Assembly’s resolution.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1947-48.
fu Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr. Per-
kins in the Chair.

Vote—Agriculture, £197,070 (partly eon-
dered) :

MR. NALDEER (Wagin) [10.4]: T do not
intend tn delny the Committee unduly but T
would like to touch on one or two points of
agricultural interest., I am econcerned ahout
the reported inerease in the number of sheep
infested with lice and tick. T know this re-
port to bhe correet because I have had some
personal experience of the matter, much to
my regret, through purchasing infested sheep.
The regulation provides that every owner of
such sheep shall ¢ouse them to be dipped in
some recognised solution, fatal to tiek and
lice—and espeeinlly after shearing, During
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the war period, through lack of manpower
and because of water shortages due to dry
vears, many farmers failed to carry out the
regulations. Tt would be interesting to
members who have not had the opportunity
of observing infested sheep, to see how
they lose condition and the value of their
wool depreeintes. One of the chief esnses
of the increasc in the number of infested
sheep ean bhe attributed to the large num-
her that pass throngh the satevards.

When a farmer culls his floek, he pats
the cunlls on the market, in many instances
without heing dipped, possibly heeause he
believes they will be slaughtered, but thot
does not always happen. Many of these
sheep come in eontact with others which in-
variably become infested. So it goes on,
More inspectors should be employed with
the objeet of tracing where the infested
sheep came from, and dealing with the
breeders. The law should be tightened up,
and soma responsibility should rest with
the local governing hedies. They should
employ inspectors when it is not possible
for a departmental inspeetor to attend
sales and make inspections. Some responsi-
bility should also be taken by the asso-
ciated agents. I remember attending a sale
last year where n number of shecp, quite
evidently infested, were offered, but no-
thing was done. The sheep were sold and
went to different distriets throughout the
South-West portion of the State. Members
will realise that it is necessary to tighten
up the remniations in this recard, Another
point of eonsiderable interest is that of the
infertility of Dreeding cwes, or as the
trouble is ecommonly ealled, clover disease.

I hope the Minister will not delay longer
than possible the purchasing and establish-
ing of an experimental farm in the dis-
tricts affeeted, with the objeet of trying to
trace the cause of the discase. Many farm-
ors are carrying out experiments and some
are mecling with o certain amount of sue-
cess, They are endeavouring to find out the
cause of this trouble, which is costing the
Stale many thousands of pounds. T had the
opportanity, early this week, of visiting the
property of & breeder who has been experi-
menting along these lines and who has met
with a certain amount of snecess. Reports
have been received of infertility in the
breeding flocks of his distriet. This man
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told me that be had earried out experiments
cn his. clover paddocks. He had seratehed
in 2 rnmber of them, yearly, with a heavy
dressing of super, and with oats and barley,
thus giving his sheep a balanced ration.
This systematic grazing has kept the disease
from his property. I fecl sure thnt many
breedcrs in the South-West portion of the
State will experiment on the lines proved
succesiful by this man. In our clover
districts the disease hag reached large pro-
portions, and anything that can be dene to
discover its cause and cure will be of great
benefit. to Lhe State,

MR. LESLIE (Mi. Marshail) [10.11]:
The observations I have to make on this
Vote are of particular interest to my elec-
torate, and have reference to matters already
mentioned during the debate. I am glad
to say that seasonal conditions in the north-
eastern area—except for the far north-east-
°rp coTner—are olce again most satisfactory.
Earlicr in the year I foreeast that, given
normz! rains, we would have a bumper
season, aud that with less than normal rains
we would have an average season. That
forecest has been proved correct. We can
predict our crop prospects in those distriets
fairly accurately, because in laiter years
the furmers have adopted methods of agri-
culture based on experience gained during
vears of cxperiment. It is becaunse of the
sueeess achieved with cereal growing that
I would stress to the Government the abso-
lute recessity of continuing represenfations
that are already being made to the Common-
wealth-—as a result of conversations T have
had with the Minister— to have lifted from
those districts the eonditions imposed under
the marginal areas seheme,

-

In that country wheatgrowing is not the
hazardons occupation it was some years ago.
There are portions of that distriet where the
‘rainfall (his year has been well below the
average, but where the erops are sueh that
the growers need not be ashamed of them,
and where, even if only the home consump-
tion priee were available, the wheat would
be worth harvesting, These conditions are
vastly different from what obtained some
years ago, when methods of farming differed
from those in use today. Under the marginal
reconstruction acheme the design was that
the holdings should be of not less than about
2,000 acres of cleared land.  When that
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scheme was first put forward a condition
attached to it was that the north-eastern or
marginal areas were to go entirely out of
wheatgrowing.  So far that condition has
not been imposed, but at that time the
growers were permitted to sow a maximum
of 140 acres of wheat for sale as grain.
Owing to the area of land they could put
under wheat being so considerably reduced
they had time—and most of them then had
the plant—to farm properly. The result
astonished many of them, when they got
such excellent yields.

Sinee that "time the basic area they are
permitted to grow for grain has been raised
to 250 acves per holding, on any of the re-
construeted farms. They are permitted to
egrow aey area they like of ecereal fodder
erops, but they desire to eontribute fo the
production of exportable foodstuffs to meet
present world needs, and to conduct their
farming operations on a basis that will en-
sure finaneial snecess. As a result of meet-
ings and consultations with farmers in those
districts the propoesal is now advaneed—I
think it is highly reasonable—that instead
of the basic 250 acres being applied to all
properties, no matter what the area of
cleared land, they should be permitted to
sow with wheat for sale as grain a basic
arca of one-fifth of the cleared land on
the holding.

It i3 in the interests of soil fertility and
the control of vermin that the land should
be adequately enltivated at regular imter-
vals. No farmer can be expected to under-
take expensive eunltivation without some re-
turn from it. Most of them now adopt the
practice of a five-year rotation on their
holdings. Tt is hecanse of that four or five
vear rotation that in the past few years
thev have achieved smeeess with wheat
erops, They are content to continue to
apply that prineiple, and fee] that it is rea-
sonable that they should be given a hasic
area of one-fifth of their c¢leared holdings.

Mr. Graham ealled attention to the state
of the Committec. :

Quorum formed.

Mr. LESLIE: The wheatgrowers are
unanimons in saying that if they are per-
mittad to sow one-fifth of their holdings
with wheat for sale as grain, they are agree-
able to legislation heing introduced to com-
pel them to cultivate not less than one-fifth
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of their holdings every vear. In these days,
when s0 many peaple are objeeting to com-
pulsion, that is a considerable concession. It
does not menn that the eultivated aren
would lie restricted to one-fifth of the hold-
ing.  Undoubtedly they would eultivate
more than that, as they require to cultivate
@ considerable avea for fodder crops for
their stock., Wheat commands a eash value
on the market and therefore they desire
permission to grow an area of wheat that
will return a payable erop. Although, in
the early stages of this marginal reconstruc-
tion scheme, general satisfaction was ex-
pressed with the lipking-up, most of the
growers now realise that there was a
weakness.

Mr. Fox called attention to the state of
the Committee.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Mr. LESLIE;: While most farmers were
wholeheartedly in apreement with the link-
ing-up process, they have since realised that
it has a tendeney to make some of the hold-
ings tno large, with the vesult that the
population that would be economically pos-
sible in those distriels is being severely
limited. Tt is considered that in & confinu-
ance of the reconstruction - programme,
which is not fay from eompletion, the State
Government, which is largely responsible
for its implementation, should destst from
making holdings larger than they are today.
Where there are abandoned blocks thnt
micht be considered to he too small to pro-
vide an economie living

Mr. Revnolds: What arvea do you con-
sider wounld provide an economice living?

Mr, LESLIE: The hon. member knows
the district well and is aware that it would
he impossible to lay down a hard-and-fast
rule without taking into consideration the
varvine ennditions.

The Minister for Agrieulture: That tied
him up.

My, LESLIE: Where areas are fon small
ta provide an economie unit, the Govern-
ment should consider linking such proper-
ties with those already allatted to adjacent
farmers. The reeonstruction programme is
working very satisfactorilv, but T belicve
the time iz not far distant when the whole
of that programme will need to be review-
ed, not only as regards altering thé basie
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eropping area—food produetion being =o
necessary at the present time—but if the
districts arg to be satisfactorily maintained,
we cannot expect people to go into the out-
back unless they are provided with adequate
amenities which, while not equal to should
be comparable with those enjoyed in the
more populous distriets. Of course, the
amenities that ean be provided in many
distriets are naturally and necessarily
dependent npon the population, and while the
population is restricted on aecount of the
conditions imposed, so the people, heing with-
out reasonable amenities, will be leaving the
district. Because of this tendeney for people
to leave their farms, other people dould not
be encouraged to take their places, believing
that there must be something wrong if com-
paratively young men, not in a position
financially to rctire, are leaving their hold-
ings. So I say that a re-survey of the whole
of the condifions in those areas will be
NCEESSATY.

There js a further reason. Many farmers
not under the reconstruetion scheme, with
properties situated within the reconstruetion
arca and grouped in description as marginal
farms, find that merely because they did not
aceept financial assistance from the Govern-
ment, when most growers found it vitally
necessary to do so, their farms being free-
hold, they are permitted to grow what they
like without restriction, while around them
are reconstructed farms vestricted as to
what they may or may not grow. The mem-
ber for Forrest will no doubt agree that the
position is ridiculons. He had a farm in
the Mukinbudin area and I think he will
agree that if the property he at one time
owned had heen classed as a restricted pro-
perty with a dimitation as to the quantity of
wheat he could grow, while east, west and
north of him crops could be grown withont
restriction, an unjust burden would have
been imposed upor him.

The arzament has been advanced in official
quarters that most of the farmers under the
reconstruetion plan ave in a befter finaneial
position than ever before. I agree, and admit
that the reconstruction scheme has contri-
huted to that to some extent. I go so far
as to say that, if an analysis were made of
their financial position as compared with
that of men not under the reconstruction
scheme, it would be found that the position
of a man under the seheme is not nearly so
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good as that of one who is free to grow what
he likes. Those on the land have not been
able to enjoy to the full the measure of
prosperity whieh eirenmstances in the past
few yeurs have brought to our primary in-
dustries. I desire to deal with some com-
ments which were made in the course of the
debate the other evening. First, I wish to
make it elear that the member for North-
East Fremantle was quile dlsorderlv, and
so0 was I.

I do oot hold Mr. Baror Hay in the same

high esteem as does the member for North-
East Fremantle. T still adhere to what T did
say. I respect his knowledge and experience;
but I wish to make it clear that the faet
that & man is an Under Seeretary, or the
head of a Government department, does not
automatically make him an expert and the
final sav-so on all questions. I acknowledge
the experlence of sich men and their judg-
ment in many instances. Some are possess-
ed of cualities which certainly entitle their
opinions to serious respeet. But a man must
be jndged on his personal qualifies and not
merely on the position which he holds. The
member for North-East Fremantle drew me
into the debate by his remarks on the Gov-
ernmen:’s so-called failure to implement the
recommendations of the Royal Commission
on vermin. I gave evidence before that
Commission and I shall quote from it later
on.

The Royal Commission inguired into cer-
tain classes of vermin in the area which I
represeat. The position there was serions:
the problem was immediate and pressing. I
pointed out to the Royal Commission the
necessity  for immediate action. Subse-
quently, in the conrse of the debate on' a
motion censuring the then Government for
not taking sction—the member for North-
East Fremantle was then Minister for Agri-
culture-—I condemped the then Government
for not. taking action to implement vital
recommendations of the Royal Commission.
I still do so, although the position has sinee
considecably altered. At that time the dis-
triet was aver-run 'by rabbits.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: When did the position
alter?

Mr. LESLIE: In the course of the next
couple of years. Seasonal conditions alter-
ed it.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: In the next couple of
years?
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Mr. LESLIE: Yes, it was not altered by
any action: taken by the member for North-
East Fremantle.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I was only Minister
for ong year and eight months.

Mr. LESLIE: The member for North-
iast Fremantle took office just after the
Royal Commission submitted its report.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Was the position
still wvrgent while the election ecampaign
was on?

Mr. LESLIE: No.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Did not your Leader
promise the ecountry that, if returned fo
power, all the recommendations of the
Royal Commission would he given full
effect to?

Mr. LESLIE: The Deputy Premu.r can
reply to that question himself. Of my own
personal knowledge, I do not know that he
made that promise.

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: He said that effect
weuld be given to the recommendations of
the Royal Commission. He said so in his
Poliey Speech, to which you subseribed.

Mr. LESLIE: We will admit that
he was prepared to give full effect
to those recommendations. I might in<

form the hon. member that the pressing
problem today is the emu. The member for
North-East Fremantle will recall that the
Royal Commission’s report suggested that
an investigation he made into the provi-
sion of a fence to conneet the two rabbit-
procf fenees with a view to keeping the
emus out. I can inform the member for
North-Kast Fremantle that such investiga-
tions nave been made and that early in the
new year the present Assistant Minister for

-Agrienlture will personally- make an in-

spection, N

Horn. J. T. Tonkin: Is he going" to do
anything after he makes the inspection?

Mr. LESLIE: 1 am satisfied he will, be-
eause endeavours are being made to aseer-
tain whetbher sufficient wire is available to
meet the requirements of the scheme. Until
the Assistant Minister for Agrienlture sat-
isfies himself that the proposition is
practicable he is not prepared to procced
with it. He will not aceept the say-so of
someone in Perth. That is the reason he is
making a personal inspection. He will
consuit with the people in the district and
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satisfy himself ahout the praeticability of
the’ scheme. .

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You cannot dodge it
in that way. He and you are obliged to
mive full efiect to the recommendations of
the Roval Commission. Your Leader knows
it.

Mr. LESLIE: I am ¢uite happy about it.
Emus are a bigger problem today than
they were at the time I gave evidence be-
for the Royal Commission.

Mr. Marshall: Would not the fence you
tmention keep the emus in?

Mr. LESLIE: That is possible, but if
they ave kept in, they ean be destroyed in-
side the fence and the fence will keep the
others out. At the time the Royal Com-
mission made its inquiries in the distriet,
the farmers were trying to establish the
fact that emus were breeding in the dis-
trict, but the Royal Commission was not
convinced. Members will recall that I dis-
played in the corridor of this Chamber a
live emn chick which had been taken from
a elutech some wmiles from Koordn.  The
purpose was to convince the Royal Com-
mission at the time that emus were already
breeding in the district. Thev are breed-
ing there now and it seems impossible to
destroy them. TUntil the migration of the
emus from the North is stopped we eannot
take adequate action within the distriet to
destroy them. The present Government is
doing what it can in the matter. It is pro-
viding ammunition te the farmers, when it
can be obtained, to assist in the destruection
of the pest.

Mr. Reynolds: Do you reckon that is the
most effective way to destroy emus?

Mr, LESLIE: I am not saying whether
it is or not, I am merely stating what the

Government is doing. I am not an auth-

ority on emu destruction. I am prepared
to concede that the previous Government
made an excellent job of destroying the
grasshoppers. I say that wholeheartedly:
hut unless something had been done to de-
stroy the grasshoppoers, those areas would
he out of production today. It had to he
done immediately, and the Government
made available funds to eneourage and en-
sure the destranction of grasshoppers there.
I want to eome hack to the question of
rabbits. At the time the Rowal Commis-
sion tnok evidence, rabbiis were the one
great concern. It was in destruction of
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rabbits that most of the growers in
those areas were interested. We consid-
ered that the only way in which they could
be destroyed was by some other method
than by serving summonses on farmers and
dragging them to court. That did not get
rid of a single rabbit. It was considered
that instead of employing snoopers, we
should employ rabbit-catchers. I gave
avidence fo that effect hefore the Royal
Commission, and although there was no
collusion with any of my local governing
authorities, when the Royal Commission
visited those distriets it had submitted to
it a similar case. It was then the Royal
Commission’s job to find out how the de-
sires of the people could be given effect to;
that is, by way of providing destroyers in-
stead of mere snoopers or inspectors who
did nothing but harass farmers.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Has one been ap-
pointed ?

Mr. LESLIE: No, it was a job to get
one. It was seasonal econditions that dealt
with the problem, buf seasons will not al-
ways be so kind.  The rabbits are not
gone.,

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Do you remember
that I was contradicted by the wiseacres
opposite when I said they were multiply-
ing?

Mr. LESLIE: They are multiplying now.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: But not the otker
night!

Mr. LESLIE: What we are concerned
ahout in the rural areas is that we are
obliged to look forward and to plan ahead.
There has heen an eradication of rabbits
through seasonal conditions; but in my
avea there is evidence that by the next
seeding time, by the time the next lot of
crops are up, unless action is taken to
destroy them, the rabbits will be o menace
again, If steps are not taken to deal with
them at this stage, when they ean be dealt
with, in the following year the Government
will have to do something to assist in de-
stroying them.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: So the position is
more urgent now than last year?

Mr. LESLIE: No; the position will be
more urgent unless something is done. In
two years’ time the position will be very
urgent. The Government has time at pres-
ent to prepare its plans. I do not know
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that it is not doing so. Until T know that
it is not, I am not prepared to condemn it.
There is time to prepare plans for what
will be done if the position becomes had.
There would be no work for a destroyer
at present. T want to mention what I said
in evidence hefore the Royal Commission.
At page 135 of the evidence appears the
following :—

I am thinking particularly of rabbits, That
is one of the very pressing problems.

That was in 1944. " That is when the prob-
lem was pressing.

Mr. Reynelds: Did you submit any sug-
gestions as to how the problem could be
solved? '

Mr. LESLIE: Yes, I did. On page 146
appears the following—after ten pages of
evidence, during which the disenssion was
mainly on rvabbits:—

Without saying whether I agree with you or
not, T should say that you appear to be driving
to this conelusion, that 12 months or two years’
extensive co-ordinated attack on vermin would
probably result in the annual expenditure be-
ing ver slight thereafter?

That was a question by the chairman, and
my answer was, ‘‘That is so.”’ I was try-
ing at that time to establish that it was
neeessasy to take action then to obviate
recurring expenditure later on.  Seasonal
conditions have come to our assistance, but
we are not always going to be so fortunate.
The task of this Government will he to en-
sure that a similar set of eireumstances to
those tiat existed in 1944-45 will not be
allowed to arise. T hope to goodness that
the Government will not be dragged aside
on this rabbit question and start to make
it an economie untt  beecause £6,000,000
worth of rabbit skins have been exported.
The rabbits are a greater menace than an
asset, and destroy more than they will re-
turn. 7t was a question then of making
some provision to deal with the problem of
rabhit eradieation. We were not to know
that in 1946-47 seasonal conditions would
reduce the numher of rabbits fo sueh an
extent ‘hat thev would have practically
disappeared.  But nothing was done at
that tinie, when the position was serions,

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Do you think that
full effoct shonld be given to the recom-
mendations of the Royal Commission?

Mr. LESLIE:
stances,

Hon, 1. T. Tonkin: Now?

According to circum-
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Mr. LESLIE: What is the good of em-
plovirg destroyers at present when there is
no job for them to do? But I do think it
is the task of the Government—and I do
not know it is not undertaking that task—
to set up some system of meeting serious
eircumstances when they arise. The hon.
member’s Government did nothing, but re-
jected the propoesals holus bolus and took
us to task for having the temerity io sug-
est that the recommendations of the
Royal Commission be implemented.  On
page 146 of the evidence given hefore the
Royal Commission, I am reported as say-
ing—

I am concerned with tackling the problem
immediately on a wholesale seale.

T think T haeve indicated quite clearly to the

.member for North-East Fremantle that our

concern, and the report of the Royal Com-
misston indicated that it was its concern,
was that something should be done to tackle
an immediate problem. Other than .that, we
asked that investigations should be made
into wavs and means of destroying what
was another growing menace—namely,
emus, We suggested that the most practieal
way was the erection of a fence between
the two rabbit-proof fences and considered
the Government should investipate some
means of doing that, or should provide some
alternative proposal.

Hon. .J. T. Tonkin: They are doing that
now, are they?

Mr. LESLIE: They are going to see if
it is possible to do something,  The pre-
vious (Government did not underiake that,
but said that it was not possible. On page
139 of the evidence before the Royal Com-
mission I am reported as saying, in eon-
neetion” with the appointment of vermin
destrovers and inspeetors—

That, however, does not get over the question

of destroying vermin. ]
This was referring to the question of get-
ting local authority health inspectors to he
a bit more arduous in carrying out their
duties. [ went on to say—

If, instead of being vermin inspectors, they
were vermin destroyers, the difficulty would be
Qvercone.

I do not propose to pursue that any further,
except to say that T hope the memher for
North-East Fremantle and the memhers of
this Committee are now satisficd on the faets
I have put forward that 4t that time we wera
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concerned with dealing with an immediate
auestion which the Government then failed
to tackle.

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: In March of this year
you supported a statement by your Leader
that full effect would be given to the recom-
menvintions of the Royal Commission if he
became head of the Government,

Mr, LESLIE: 1 have no reason to doubt
that it will be.

Hon. J. T, Tonkin: That was in March of
this vear. '

Mr. LESLIE: Quite. T have no reason to
donbt that it will be. T am not in position
to say to the Government, “Why do you not
appoint someone to carry out this rabbit
destruction scheme?’ The Government would
say, “What the dieckens would sueh a man do
if we appointed him? What is he going to
destroy 77 But the rabbits are increasing and
the matter has to be tackled. Circumstances
do not permit of it immediately, and we are
fiot sure what the Government proposes to
do in the future. 'Efforts have already been
made to deal with the emn question. The
same methods as were adopted by the pre-
vious (fovernment, have been used to deal®
with the grasshoppers, namely, the provid-
ing of finance to the farmers to enable them
to cultivate the land and destroy the egg-
beds. Fortunately the grasshopper nuisance
has abated considerably because of the
efforts made. On the other hand other pests
have made their appearance, and the Gov-
ernment, with the assistance of the officers
of the department, has dealt with them effec-
tivelv. A point T want to stress is that in
connection with the rabbit-proof gates. Most
members know that the gates are left open
more often than they are closed.

Hon. A. H. Panton: They are often
knocked off, too.

Mr. LESLIE: Yes. I approached the
previous Government with a request to have
the gates removed and roller by-passes put
in on the main roads, and the gates re-erect-
ed alongside in order to allow stock to go
through, as they will not go over a by-pass.
That would effectively control the rabbits
and avoid the necessity for travellers to
break the law so many times a day. The
reply 1 got at the time was that the Vermin
Branch had no objection to the by-passes
and that the local governing authorities
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could earry out the work at their own ex-
pense. I am by no means a lawyer, but the
natural suspicion arizes in the minds of the
governing authorities that when they put
these by-passes in they will have the job of
roaintaining them, and of erecting and main-
taining the gates alongside.

The Minister for Railways: Do you think
those gates would be shut?

Mr, LESLIE: They would not be left
open nearly as much as at present. I am
not prepared to enter into an argument as
to whether the rabhit-proof fences serve a
useful pnrpose or not. I bave seen more
rabbits within 12 miles of Perth than T have
in my electorate. If we are going to continue
the fences we should endeavour to see that
they perform the job they are intended to
do. No burden will be imposed upon the
finances of the Agrieultural Department if
arrangements are made to instal motor by-
passes similar to the one on the Cunderdin-
road, It would not be necessary tg have
them at every gate. Some pgates are used
only once a week by farmers who shut them.

Mr. Reynolds: What would be the cost of
a by-pass?

Mr. LESLIE: It would be small. The
Public Works Department officers would be
more eompetent to give an estimate than I
am. One of the most regrettable features at
present is the severe shortage of feneing
materials. The Government is making endea-
vours o remedy the position, but as far as I
ean see until there is an improvement in
shipping we are doomed to suffer a shortage
of feneing. Farmers in the north-eastern
area think that ring-lock fencing is more
effective than others irn” keeping out emus.
Practieally all the farmers on the north-east-
ern fringe are prepared to fence their north-
ern boundaries with that type of fencing. I
know the Minisler, the Honorary Minister
and officers of the Department of Post-War
Reconstruction have made efforts in this con-
nection, hut if we could induce manufac-
turers to turn out more ring-lock fencing of
high tensile strength it might be possible to
save the Government the cost of the ereetion
of the dividing fence recommended by the
Royal Commission, and which the settlers in
those areas must have if they are not able
to get ring-lock fences for their northern
boundaries,
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Hon, J. T. TONKIN: This is a compre-
hensive item, The other evening the member
for Irwin-Moore thought fit to make some
remarks in connection with these Estimates,
and most of the time he Scemed to content
himself with making a strong attack on me.
He followed his usual technique of half
apologising before attempting to make his
speech. That would not be so bad if he con-
fined himself to facts. Bnt he does not do
that. He indulges in the wildest exagger-
ation. Last evening, when he was referring
to what I had said, he made remarks about
me to which 1 eould have taken immediate
exception and in respect of which I could
have asked your protection.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Those would be

wrong tacties to adopt with a person of
that kind.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: He said there was
not an ounce of truth in the remarks I
had made, which was tantamount to call-
ing me a liar. He also said he believed I
had set out deliberately to misinform the
people of Western Australia. He was not
content with saying that once, but went on
to say it was a distortion of the faects
which sprang from a desire deliberately to
misinform the people. I tell the hon. mem-
ber thal never sinece I have been in this
House have I deliberately set out to mis-
inform anyone. When I find it neecessary
to do that, I will resign my seat. When
I make 2 statement in this House 1 say
what . believe to bé true.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member ean-
not reply to the member for Irwin-Moore
while speaking to this item.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I would like to
know why, as I am definitely going to deal
with matters that are eoncerned under this
item. I refer to matters of bulk-handling
and the administration of the department.
The member for Irwin-Moore made a re-
markable statement-—a statement remark-
able when coming from a man as well-in-
formed as he would have members believe
he is. He said— '

For many years in this State we have not
had a Minister for Agrienlture with a truly
rural background. Those who have adminis-
tered that department in the past had other
duties that kept them oceccupied so that the
department to a great extent eame under the
complete domination of the Under-Secretary
ot the Director of Agriculture. That has been
bad for agriculture in Western Australia, I
do nol, wish fo citicise tthnder-Secret.ary in
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saying that he las gathered to himself the
whele of the policy and the direction of that
department.

Is that relevant to this item?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes, that would come
under the heading of administration.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: To show how
ridiculous ihe assertion was, I would men-
tion that personally I was in charge of the
Department of Agriculture for one year
and eight months, and therefore could not
have had a very great influence on the
policy of that department over the years,
but my predecessor was Minister for Agri-
culture for ten vears and, because of his
rural background—about which the mem-
ber for Irwin-Moore knows nothing—he
was chosen by the Commonweslth Govern-
ment to be Chairman of the Rural Recon-
struction Commission, a body the reports
of which are regarded as being of consid-
erable valué. Because of his rural back-
ground he wags chosen for that job. Furth-
ermore, hecause of his rural background
and early iraining he was hrought to this
State and employed by the State Govern-
ment, and was instrumental in having
establiched in Western Australia a number
of rural industries the value of which has
been inealculable. For ten years he was
in charge of the Department of Agricul-
ture, and no-one who knows the Leader of
the Cpposition would subseribe to the state-
ment that he would allow himself to be
dominated by an Under-Secretary for
Agriculture.

That is the type of statement that the
member for Irwin-Moore dishes up here,
and would have us believe. It is too zbsurd
to say that the Under-Secretary for Agri-
culture has bheen permitted—through not
having a Minister with a rural hackground
—to gather to himself the whole of the
policy and direction of the department. Tt
is arrant nonscnse, of which the member
for Irwin-Moore gives us so much. I come
now to his cheap gibe that the Labour Gov-
ernment has, all along the line, been an-
tagounistic to bulk-handling. That is more
nonsense,

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: It is false, of course.

Hen, J. T. TONKIN: Not only did my
predecessor introduce a Bill to enahle the
assets of Bulk-handling Ltd. to be handed
over to the wheatgrowers earlier than was
originally contemplated under the Trust
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Deeit, but I also, at the request of Bulk-
handiing Ltd., introduced legislation te do
something that the company desired in re-
lation to its shares.

The CHAIRMAN: This is outside the
scope of the item under diseussion.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If you, Mr. Chair-
man, wish to allow the hon. member to say
what he likes—whether faet or not—and
then prevent me from replying, I will have
to wait my opportunity and reply later.

The CHAIRMAN; His speech was made
on the general debate on the whole depart-
ment, which covers a wide field. The dis-
cussion now is restricted to an individual
item.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Can you tell me
any field wider than ‘‘miscellaneous’’?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
knows that Standing Orders restrict the
debate on individual items,

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I am dealing with
Item 32, which covers a wide field.

The CHATRMAN: 1t does not
legislation introduced in the past.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I think it does,
because in  his administration of the
department the Minister for Agrieulture
administers the Bulk Handling Act, and in
being asked to effect certain alterations to
that legislation he must refer those mat-
ters to his officers and, when the neecessary
Bills are prepared, he must introduee them.
If that has nothing to do with the adminis-
tration of the Department of Agricnlture,
T fail to see why il has not, However, I
do not desire against your wishes to pur-
sue the matter any further, having already
made my point.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: What about his re-
mark on the sidings? That was a lie, also.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The manager of
Co-operative Bulk-handling Ltd. was good
enough to write to me when I vaeated
office, and he gertainly did not state what
the member for Irwin-Moore has stated. To
the contrary, he expressed the view that
the company had received considerable
asststanece from me during my term as
Minister. In dealing with the bulk-hand-
ling of wheat, the hon. memher reiterated
the statement, which he had made earlier,
that the improvement at Fremantle was

cover
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due entirely to Co-operative Bulk-handling
Ltd., firstly because when the company’ was
atlowed to handle wheat at the port, it was
able to make improvements in the rate of
loading, which was expensive, and, see-
ondly, because it was able to show the
stevedores how mueh better their energies
eould be employed in the ships. When the
hon. member commenced his speech he said
there was not one ounce of truth in what
I had said, and I expected him to take my
statements one by one and show wherein
they were false. He did not do that, be-
eanse he could not. He procceded to build
up a case, on false premises, in support of
Co-operative Bulk-handling Ltd.  Under
the system of handling wheat, the hon.
member must know that what I stated with
regard to the position is true, namely, that
the rate of loading is dependent entirely
upon the rate at which the wheat can be
taken into the ship.

The CHAIRMAN : T think the hon. mem-
ber will bave difficulty in connecting that
matter with the item.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Do you agree that
the Bulk Handling Aet is administered hy
the department?

The CHAIRMAN: Purely the adminis-
tration, but you are getting down to the
source.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: No, T am dealing
with the administration of the depariment,
The Minister was responsible for recom-
mending to Cabinet that the handling
faeilities belonging to the State should be
taken from the Fremantle Harbour Trust
and given to Co-operative Bulk-handling
Ltd. Surely that is administration; it is
the policy of the Government or of the
department with regard to the handling of
wheat.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: I think the Chair-
man is generous. It might be considered
on the Works Estimates or the Loan Esti-
mates.

The CHAIRMAN: Yes. '

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: You agree, surely,
that this item covers general expenses of
administration throughout the department.

The CHATRMAN: Yes.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: You also agree
that the department administers the Bulk
Handling Act?
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The CHAIRMAXN: Yes:

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Then, if I am deal-
ing with the Bulk Handling Act, and what
has happened under the Aet and the com-
pany cperating under the Act, am I not
dealing with a phase of the administra-
tien?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. memnber
vannot cover all the activities of hall:-hand-
ling, or he conld deal with all the activities
in conitry districta and that would be
ridieulous. I cannot allow him to go as
far as that.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I am not attempt-
ing to do that. What 1 am attempting to
‘do is to deal with certain Stale galleries
that the Minister has handed over to Co-
operat ve Bulk-handling. Is.not that in
order?

The CHAIRMAN: T shall see what the’

hon. member has to say about it.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I wish to say that
the member for Irwin-Moore read from a
list of ships, which he said had been loaded
at Fremantle by Co-operative Bulk-hand-
ling Lid. He said that one ship, the last,
had bcen left off the list. I submit that it
was very conveniently left off. Tad it been
included, it would have shown that the rate
of loaling on that ship, despite his remarks
about the efficiency of Co-operative Bulk-
handling Ltd., had been scarcely greafer
than tie rate of loading on the first ship.

The CHAIRMAN: I must rule that that
has nothing to dorwith the administration of
the Bulk Handling Act, and the hon. mem-
ber eannot gontinue in that strain.

Hor. J. T. TONKIN: Do you rule that I
may not in any way deal with the handling
of wheat at Fremantle?

The CHAIRMAN': Yes; I think that is
outsida the scope of this item.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Then I shall have to
save i; up. '

The CHAIRMAXN; I think that would be
wise.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Will the Minister
give ~artienlars of the £100,000 worth of
peoplv’s property handed over by the de-
partment. to  Co-operative Bulk-handling
Ltd. If the Minister ean give a reasonable
explanation, T may not move anything, but
if he cannot, I shall be obliged to move some-
thing.
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The Minister for Agriculture: You men-
tioned £100,000. That is not on the Estimates.

Hor. J. B. SLEEMAN: If the Minister is
going to ignore us in that fashion we shall
have <o find out wkat has become of the
£100,000 worth of property, and why it was
handed over. It looks like a politieally dis-
honest action.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member can-
not dicuss the amount of £100,000.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN : Then I move—
That the item be reduced by £100,

I do this as a protest against the general
administration of the department which, in
my opinion, has been dishonest, and it is
time that some inquiry was made into 1f.
Let us have 2 Royal Commission to inquire
into the administration. We are not going to
stand for £100,000 of the people’s money
being handed over to this company. If the
Labour Government had handed over
£100,000 worth of equipment to a eo-opera-
tive lumpers’ union to do the work on the
wharf, there would have been a terrible out-
cry. I have moved the amendment in order
to endeavour to get some information from
the Minister.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member is
out of order in moving that amendment.

Amendment ruled out.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Then I am pre-
pared to move to reduce the item by £10 or
any amount,

The CHAIRMAXN: The hon. member is
out of order in moving to reduce the item of
£21,600 by any amount. The question is that
the Vote be agreed to.

Hen. J. B. SLEEMAN: Then I desire to

move an amendment—
That the Vote be reduced by £100,

I say that the administration of the depart-
ment is not beyond reproach and that some-
thing should be done to protect the people’s
property, Had the Labour Government
giver to a Labour organisation one guarter
of the amount the Government has given to
its politieal friends, we should never have
heard the end of it.

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: I fancy this gives
me the opportunity I did not have hefore.
Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I thought it would.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: 1In protesting
against the action of the Government, I am
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entitled to give the reasons, which include
the handling of wheat at Fremantle,

The Minister for Agriculturve: That is not
mentioned in the Vote,

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: This is a vote of
censute on the Ainister for allowing
£100,000 worth of State assets to be handed
over to (lo-operative Bulk-handling Ltd.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member will
need to relate his remarks to the amendment,
which is concerned with the actual Vote. I
propose to hold sll the debate strictly to the
question.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I shall be guided by
what you say. Will you define for me the
limits?

The CHAIRMAN: No, I shall deal with
the limits as the hon. member proceeds.

Hon, 4. T. TONKIN: For a start, I pro-
pose to adopt the widest interpretation in
order to show that the reason why I am sup-
porting a reduction of the Vote is becanse I
believe the Minister is deserving of censure
for allowing Co-operative Bulk-handling Ltd.
to get these State assets, for handing them

over quickly before any agreement was sign-

ed, and {or allowing the company complete
control to do almost what it liked with them.

The CHAIRMAN : There is nothing in the
istimates that deals with the question the
hon. member is raising now.

—

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I am aware of that,

but must the matter be in the Estimates be-

fore we can speak to a vote of eensure on
the Minister for doing something?

The CHATRMAN: I rule that the debate
on this motion must be confired to matters
appearing in the Estimates.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Administration ap-
pears on the Estimates, and this has vegard
to the admiuistration of the department.

The CHAIRMAXN : Tt is just as restricted
as the previous rnling T gave in regard to
ifem No. 2.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN : That is remarkable.
The amendment now is to reduce the total
Vote of the depariment.

The CHAIRMAN: That is so.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Previously. I was
altempting to deal with an item.
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The CHAIRMAN: That is so. I would
remind the member for North-Iast Fre-
mantle that the general Vote for the depart-
ment has been passed and that his oppor-
tunity is gone. We now come down to the
aetual items which appear in the division
and the hon. member cannot go outside of
that. .

Hon., J. T. TONKIN: Youn will have to
take a back somersault, if I may say so,
becanse the amendment is to reduce the
total Vote for the department.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment deals
with individual items on the Estimates.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: You would not
permit the member for Fremantle to move
a reduction of a subdivision which covered
the items; yon sent him back and caused
him to move to reduce the full amount for
the department.

The CHAIRMAN: That is the question
before the Committee.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If that is so, I
submit I am in order in demling with the
administration of the department.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: By the Minister.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Chairman has
Just suid it is the Vote for the department.
My main objection is to what happened
regarding the bulk-handling faeilities at
Fremantle.

The CILAIRMAN: I am sorry, but the
hon. member cannot digguss 1t on this
amendment. He will have to do so on some
other oceaston.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: [t is extraordinary
that you should rule in that way now be-
enuse, sarely, if 2 member moves to reduee
the Vote for any department by any amount
at all, that is a gesture against the adminis-
tration of the department. I think you must
aeree with me on that peint.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
quite in order in diseussing the administra-
tion of the department.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: This department
adminisiers the Bulk Handling Aet and
therefore actually controls Co-operalive
Bulk-handling.

Hon, A. R. G. Hawke: The Minister, by
his administration, did certain things.
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Hen, Jo T TONKIN: That is so. He
gave Co-operative Bulk-handling a privi-
leged position as against other persons in
the State. The impeortant point is that he
singled out this company, took assets which
belonged to the people generally and handed
them over very quickly to Co-operative Bulk-
hand ing, so that that company ecould use
them before any agreement was drawn up
at all. 1 do not know whether it is yet
drawn up but understand that it is nearly
completed. We have had no information
from the Minister on that point. The last
time I asked him a question about it he
informed me that the agreement was not
completed, and that was only g few weeks
ago. Our compleint against the Adminis-
tration is that this was done, and done in
the way it was. We have had members
stating how efficient Co-operative Bulk-
handling is.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
getting away from the amendment.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: T find it exceed-
ingly difffieult to interpret what you, Sir,
think. is right in this connection. You agree

that* the eamendment deals with the
sdministration and you also agree that
the Minister for Agriculture adminis-

ters the Bulk Handling Act, whieh controls
bulk-handling, yet immediately I say a word
on bulk-handling you stop me. The extra-
ordinary thing is this: If yeu were to say
to me that the Bulk Handling Aet and Co-
oper.ative Bulk-handling have nothing to do
with the department, T would have to agree,
but they have everything to do with the
department hecause the Minister in charge
of the department administers the Bulk
Haniling Act, and he gave to Co-operative
Bulk-handling the operational faeilities
which you will not allow me to discuss.

The Minister for Agriculture: We gave
Co-operative Bulk-handling nothing. We
leased the facilities to them.

Hm. J. T. TONKIN: The Government
hanéed the facilities over without an agree-
ment. Suorely, the Chairman will agree that,
50 fur, I am dealing with assets belonging to
the State that the Minister recommended
should be handed over to Co-operative Bulk-
han(ling. That is relative to the administea-
tion of the department.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member
muss realise that the debate on the appro-
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priation for the department is mueh more
restricted than is the genernl debate. Qur
Standing Orders provide that the general
discussion on the whole of the istimates
is on the first Vote, and that is the proper
time for the general discussion to take place.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I agree.

The CHAIRMAN: Then the hon. mem-
ber must realise that his opportunity is
restricted.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: But thiz ig a dis-

cusgion on the motion by the member for
Fremantle to reduce the Vote.

The CHAIRMAN: That is so.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: As a protest
against the administration of the depart-

mert. Will you not allow me to state any
reasons why the Vote should be reduced?

The CHAIRMAN: No. I wil] not.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Do you expect a
member {o move that the Vote be reduced
and let it go at that? I submit that it is
ridiculons to impose that restriction upon
a member. If you accept an amendment
thal; a division be reduced, surcly you have
to necepbt some argument why it shounld be
reduced.

The CHATRMAN: It is quite open to
the hon. member to give any reason so far
as it relates to the department.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: You say that, but
immediately I give reasons you stop me.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
getting on to items which are outside the
Estimates.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: T am not, These
Estimates eover the administration of the
department.

The CHAIRMAN: They do not cover
the operaiions of Bulk-handling.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: With all due re-
speet, T submit they do, because the Minister
in charge of the department administers
the Bulk Handling Act.  He has certain
obligations and responsibilities under the
Ac: which he is expected to carry out.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member will
have to speak to the motion or resume his
seat,

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I am endeavouring
to speak ta the motion. Before 1 started
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to do so, I asked you to explain the limits
to me, but you declined to do go, for a very
good reason I have no doubt. Now, when
I am proposing to show why I object to the
administration, you will not allow me to do
80, If your desire is to stifle discussion by
stopping me from saying what you know
I desire to say, I shall perforce have to give
up. .

The Premier: You will have an oppor-
tunity on the Loan Estimates,

The CHAIRMAN: I think the hon, mem-
ber should diseusg this matter on some other
item.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That has not been
the custom in this House in past years, I
have read a few “Hansards” and I have no
doubt vou have, too. Y have seen this sort
of thing happen more than once, whereon a
motion to reduce a vote the debate has bheen
just as wide as the Vote on the general Esti-
mates; but if you want to make a precedent
and establish & new procedure, who am I
to deny vou that?

The CHAIRMAN: I wovld be interested
if the hon. member could give me an insfance
where a general debale has taken place on
an amendment after the general debate on
the Estimates has been completed.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am afraid I have
to differ with you, Sir, on this matter. On
the general! debate, the whole of the admin-
istration of a department is open to discus-
sion. As on example, take the department
of the Minister for Mines and Health. A
member can disenss health matters under
the Mines Vote, because the Health Depart-
ment is administered by the same Minister.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Quite right,

Mr. MARSHALL: The Vote for State
baiteries does not come under the Mines
Vote, yet it is open to members to diseuss
the State batteries on the Mines Vote, be-
cause these come under the jurisdiction of
the Minister for Mines. That is a well
establishiedd procedure, as all authorities upon
Parliamentury procedure admit. The Com-
mittee having disposed of the general dis-
eussion, items are taken and whatever is
indirated in an item is open for diseussion
under thal item. 3 am not prepared to
nars an opinion on this partienlar matter
berause T have no experience in regard to
the Acgricultural Department, but Item 2
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refers to ‘‘General expenses of administra-
tion throughout the department.’’ That
is the whole lot, and I would pat it to you,
Mr. Chairman, that you are getting particu-
larly close to the danger point when you
set out to prevent a member from speaking
an a subject which the item is comprehen-
sive enough to inelude. I am afraid you
are imposing an unfair restriction and one
whieh is against all Parliamentary pro-
cedure of which I know when you prevent
a member from continuing a diseussion, as
you did just now,

The CHAIRMAN : On looking up ‘“May,”’
I think that perhaps I should have taken
the motion for the reduction of the amount
on Item 2 rather than on the whole Vote.

Hon. J. B, Sleeman: You refused that.

The CHAIRMAN: I think perhaps I
made a mistake; and if the hon. member
desires to move his amendment under that
heading, I am prepared to accept it.

Amendment (to reduee Vote} not pro-
ceeded with.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN:
amendment—
That Item No. 2 be reduced by £100.

I notice that the Minister has been study-
ing his notes earnestly ever since the dis-
cussion began and he should be able to
tell us about this dishonest thing that fook
place in the administration of his depart-
ment, which has handed over to foreigners
—TI do not mean foreigners as to nationality
but foreigners to the department—which
has handed over to political friends of the
Government something worth £100,000.
T want to know the particulars.

Mr. Grayden: You should confer with
the member for East Perth about wild alle-
gations.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: What are you yap-
ping about?

The CHAIRMAN: The question is that
the amendment be agreed to.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: If we ate going
to be ignored on thig ride of the Chamber
I shall have te put something on the notice
paper to see whether we can bring the Gov-
ernment to its senses, They are not going
to et away with the larceny of £100,000
riven to politieal friends. If the Minister
is not going to tell us something about the

I move an
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administration of the department, I shall
mov: for a Seleet Committee to inquire
into it. The MMinister is always talking
ahort people being reasonable. Let him be
reasonable now and tel]l us something about
wha: the department has dore. If not, I
will be forced tn take some other action.

Amendment put and negatived. .
Vote put and passed.

Votes—College of Agriculture, £32,435;
Labour, £4750; Factories, £12,050—agreed
to.

Progress reported.
' House adjourned at 11.36 p.m.

Pegislative Conmeil.

Thursdsy, 11th December, 1947,
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First Reading.

Introduced by Hon. H. Tuckey and read
a first time.

2657

Second Readiﬂg.

HON. H, TUCKEY (South-West) [4.34]
in moving the second reading said: This is
a short but nevertheless rather important
Bill, as it provides for the eclosing of the
cemetery at Mandurah, This cemetery is 7H
years old and, owing to the extension of
the town, is now practically in the middle
of the tawnsite. It is only five or six chains
from the Post Office and on every side
there are permanent dwellings, whose water
supplies are drawn from wells. The land
has never been proclaimed as a cemetery
site under the Aet and there appears to be
no authority which can prevent the continu-
ang¢e of burials there.

A new cemetery site has been provided
which is ootside the township. It was
gazetted in 1939 and a board of manage-
ment was appointed and gazetted for its
eortrol.  In spite of the provision of
this new cemetery, burizls still continne tu
be made in the old ground. The land in
question was originally owned by the late
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hall of Mandurah.
By & deed of gift, a memorial of which
was registered in 1869, the land was con-
veyed to the Bishop of Perth for wse as
a church gite. T notice that one of the sig-
nalures to. the document iy that of S. H.
Parker, solicitor, Perth. That is 78 years
age. In those days the land was considered
to be in the bush, as there was no townsite
and only a few houses had been erected
along the water front.

Point of Order.

Hon. C. B. Williams: I am sorry to inter-
rapt, but Mr. Simpson has pointed out ta
me that the Bill has not heen printed cor-
reetly. It is stated that the first reading is
on the 1lth November, whereas it should
be the 11th Deecember. I am afraid Mr.
Tuckey will-have to go over the ground
again.

The President: It is a printer’s error and
can be correeted in Commitiee.

.Hon. C. B. Williams: That is all right.

Dechate Resumed.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: I had already check-
ed up on that point. For some time after
the present cemetery was gazctted and
opened, it was considered that no burial
could take place in the old ground withoat



